
OUR VISION 

We envision a strong and strategic 
land trust community supported and 
celebrated by a Wisconsin citizenry 

that personifies the land ethic 
championed by Aldo Leopold.  One of 
²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƛŀƴǘǎΣ 

Leopold believed that άώǿϐƘŜƴ ǿŜ 
see land as a community to which we 
belong, we may begin to use it with 
ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦέ We understand 

that the advancement of our mission 
and the success of the land trust 

community are inextricably linked to 
the advancement of a strong land 

ethic and the consciousness it 
cultivates. 

 

 

OUR MISSION 

Gathering Waters Conservancy helps land trusts, landowners and communities 
protect the places that make Wisconsin special.  Our goal is to increase the amount 
of protected land in the state through private voluntary action. 

HOW WE WORK 

Unlike any other organization, we accomplish our 
mission by promoting private, voluntary 
conservation action and strengthening Wisconsin 
land trusts ς nonprofit organizations that protect 
land to preserve its natural, agricultural, or cultural 
value for public benefit. 

Gathering Waters was founded to support the work 
ƻŦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ 
ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƭŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ŎŜƴǘŜǊέ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǇŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
and success of WiscƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘ 
conservation movement. We provide direct 
technical assistance to non-profit land trusts. We 
are non-partisan, solution-oriented advocates for 
public policies supporting land conservation. We 
use our statewide voice to raise the profile of 
Wisconsin land trusts, promote a statewide land 
ethic, and inspire broad public support for land 
conservation.   

OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Since Gathering Waters was established in 1994, the number of non-profit 
organizations permanently protecting land has increased from 12 to over 50. 
Boasting more than 50,000 members statewide, these land trusts have permanently 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ нулΣллл ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǊŜnowned land 
conservation program, the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund, and for the passage of 
the Working Lands Initiative. GWC has bolstered the visibility and effectiveness of 
conservation efforts by facilitating collaborations among land trusts and regional 
leaders around the state. We have introduced land trusts and their successes to 
statewide media. We maintain close contact with elected officials and state and 
federal agencies to keep conservation programs working for Wisconsin. In less than 
two decades, Gathering Waters Conservancy has become a respected voice for 
private land conservation in the state and has earned its reputation as the premier 
land trust service center in the nation.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Visit our website, www.gatheringwaters.org, email info@gatheingwaters.org, or call 
608.251.9131. 

http://www.gatheringwaters.org/
mailto:info@gatheingwaters.org

