summer 2006
Flip that statement on its head! Wisconsin’s land trusts are constantly innovating in order to NOT break ground. In
the last year, we witnessed many innovative “firsts” in the land trust community. Gathering Waters is honored to assist
and promote Wisconsin’s tremendous community of dynamic land trusts. What follows is a sample of recent land trust
milestones.
The Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy is a relative newcomer to the land trust scene. In early February this year,
they protected a remnant hardwood forest that has tremendous importance to the community. Fitzsimmons Woods in
Milwaukee County provides sanctuary for a wealth of flora and fauna. This 43-acre hardwood forest has been compromised once by an earlier development and has been under continuous development threat. Working with the local unit of
government and what was thought to be an unlikely partner (MLG Commercial), the Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy
was able to get half the appraised value of the property donated. The remainder of funding came from the KnowlesNelson Stewardship Fund. Because of these partnerships, Fitzsimmons Woods will be a green and vibrant community
resource for years to come.
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Across the state and far to the north, the West Wisconsin Land Trust recently conserved
land on a lovely, undeveloped lake. Interestingly, this land once belonged to one of America’s
most famous transcendentalists, Ralph Waldo Emerson. By donating the 25-acre property to
the West Wisconsin Land Trust, the past owners, Colleen and Jack Holmbeck of Rockford,
Illinois ensured that the land will not be developed or subdivided and will remain in its
natural state forever.
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Land trusts often work with individual land owners. The Door County Land Trust
has just branched out and completed its first conservation easement on land owned by
a non-profit organization. The Clearing is a folk school founded in 1935 by Jens Jensen,
one of America’s foremost landscape architects. Perched on the Niagara escarpment, The
Clearing includes 128 acres of forests, meadows and historic stone and log buildings. While
The Clearing’s board of directors has long been dedicated to conserving the land, they had
no permanent protection measures in place until they teamed up with the Door County Land
Trust to place a conservation easement over the property.
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~ Althea Dotzour, Outreach and Policy Coordinator
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Big and small, land trusts around the state are hard at
work protecting the places that make Wisconsin special. To
find a land trust in your community, visit Gathering Waters’
online directory at www.gatheringwaters.org.
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Ending this list with a bang, The Nature Conservancy captured headE
ldo
lines earlier this spring for its role in the “Wild Rivers Legacy Project,” the
Wa
h
p
largest land conservation purchase in state history. In an unprecedented
al
partnership, The Nature Conservancy negotiated a complicated deal
with the Department of Natural Resources, International Paper,
Conservation Forestry LLC and Forest Investment Associates to
protect nearly 65,000 acres (over 100 square miles!) of forest,
lakes and rivers in northeast Wisconsin.
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Gathering Waters Conservancy’s mission
is to help the people and communities
of Wisconsin protect their land and water
resources by strengthening the state’s land
trust movement. As a statewide coalition
and service center for Wisconsin’s growing
land trust community, Gathering Waters’
goals are to increase the professionalism
and build the capacity of the state’s private,
non-profit conservation organizations
through technical assistance, training and
continuing education.

From the Executive Director’s Desk…
Land trusts make headlines
If the state of the world is getting you down, check out Gathering Waters Conservancy’s website for a
quick pick-me-up. You’ll find links to more than 70 inspirational stories about the great work of land trusts
in Wisconsin.
“Conservancy purchases 475 acres around old quarry”
“Partnership with forestry industry and conservation will conserve nearly 65,000 acres”
“Former Ralph Waldo Emerson property conserved”
“Family, trust agree to protect bluff land”
“Land trust preserves Door County lake”
“Amid growth, deal saves woodland from development”

Gathering Waters Conservancy
211 S. Paterson Street, Suite 270
Madison, WI 53703
Phone: (608) 251-9131
Fax: (608) 663-5971
www.gatheringwaters.org

These are just a few of the stories that have made headlines in recent months.

Board of Directors

Each of these accomplishments is worth celebrating in its own right. But taken together, they represent
something truly inspirational: a growing and vibrant movement that is touching every community and
leaving its mark -- by not leaving a mark -- on the landscape.

Arthur Harrington
President
Darrell Bazzell
Vice-President

Across Wisconsin, citizens are joining together to ensure that the places they love will never fall to the
bulldozer. And these aren’t your typical tree huggers. They are farmers, lawyers, business owners and, as
Sun Prairie City Councilman Bill Clausius recently pointed out, “conservationists of all political stripes.”

Chuck Haubrich
Treasurer

Of course, the biggest and most exciting news of the day involves The Nature Conservancy’s 65,000
acre “Wild Rivers Legacy Project,” the largest land conservation purchase in state history (see story on page
one).

Joy Stieglitz Gotttschalk
Secretary
Peter Dohr
Julie Gallagher Rolfs
Alice Godfrey
Shawn Graff
Harold “Bud” Jordahl
Thomas “Tuck” Mallery
Howard Mead
Bryan Pierce
Lew Posekany
Rudy Rasin
Patricia Stocking
Joan R. Ziegler

Congratulations and thanks to our friends and colleagues at The Nature Conservancy for this once-ina-lifetime gift to the people of Wisconsin.
People often ask why we need both local land trusts and The Nature Conservancy. It’s simple. While
The Nature Conservancy uses its influence and experience to broker deals with multinational corporations,
investment firms and government agencies, local land trusts work to protect the places that are important
to the communities they serve. These may be trails, picnic spots, historic farms, hunting grounds, and other
places that may not garner national recognition, but are critical to the quality of life for people who live,
work and play there.
Local land trusts provide a wonderful complement to The Nature Conservancy, and both are invaluable
partners in the fight to protect Wisconsin’s great outdoors.

Staff
Vicki Elkin
Executive Director

Much of the work of land trusts and The Nature Conservancy, by the way, is made possible by the
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund. This includes large deals such as the “Wild Rivers Legacy Forest” and
smaller projects closer to home like Fitzsimmons Woods in Southeast Milwaukee County, Patrick Marsh at
the edges of Sun Prairie, and the spectacular bluffs overlooking the city of La Crosse.

Dana Chabot
Administrator
Karen Bassler
Program Director

Please take some time to enjoy these recently protected gems and toast your land trust friends both
large and small (and the Stewardship Fund) for a job well done!

Pam Foster Felt
Program Coordinator

Pine River runs through the Wild Rivers Legacy
Forest (photo courtesy of International Paper)
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Staff and board updates
New faces have joined our team (and this time they’re not
staff babies!).

Aaron Ruesch is an undergraduate student majoring in Geography and Cartography/GIS at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Aaron joined Gathering Waters this winter, and he helps Sara
DeKok research and coordinate the growth of our membership program. Aaron’s skills and can-do attitude have made him an excellent addition to our office!
A n d re

We are thrilled to have just hired two new interns, Andrea Ward and Scott Bernstein, for the summer
to work on our Knowles-Nelson Stewardship version of In Their Own Words (see page 8 for details).
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Andrea Ward comes to us with a background in teaching. She has traveled and taught in Guatemala, and this fall, she will
begin a master’s program at the UW-Madison Journalism School. This summer, Andrea will collect and edit stories about
people’s connection to Stewardship protected lands. If you have a story to share, you can reach Andrea at andrea@gatheringwaters.org.
Scott Bernstein is our staff photographer this summer, bringing with him nearly thirty years of photography experience.
He received his master’s degree from the UW Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies and will be starting law school
in the fall. This summer, Scott has the enviable job of traveling around the state, photographing people who are enjoying
Stewardship properties. If you or your family would like to be photographed in your favorite place, contact Scott at scott@
gatheringwaters.org.
o
We are pleased to welcome Peter R. Dohr of Madison to our board of directors. Peter is
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an attorney at Partner at DeWitt, Ross, & Stevens where he specializes in real estate and land Pe
use. An avid outdoorsman and nature enthusiast, Peter is restoring a prairie on 100 acres of
wooded land in Waushara County, which he is also considering permanently protecting with
a conservation easement. Peter’s conservation interests and legal expertise make him a
great new addition to our already vibrant board of directors.
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Thank‑yous
Marsha Cannon, of Madison Audubon Society, and Geoff Maclay,
of Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation, for testing and reviewing our
Wisconsin Land Trust Database
Phil and Cindy DeKok for hosting our staff retreat
Renay Leone for expert review of easement language

Kudos to Dana Chabot!
Gathering Waters Conservancy benefits greatly from the work and
dedication of our volunteers. We were excited that Dana Chabot, one
of our long-time volunteers (and now part-time staff member), was
recognized by Community Shares of Wisconsin, Isthmus Magazine,
and 105.5 FM for their Backyard Hero Award. Congratulations, Dana!
Wisconsin’s conservation community is more effective and fiscally sound
due to your perceptive financial planning.

Jeff Maxted for help with GIS wizardry and easement monitoring
Bryan Pierce and Gail Gilson Pierce for housing and feeding Karen
during her organizational assessment of the Northwoods Land Trust
State and Federal agency representatives who served on a funding
program panel during the 2006 staff retreat
Liz and Scott Cooper, who were inadvertently left off our 2005 annual
report donor listing



Board members and staff from Wisconsin’s land trusts enjoy
a view of Green Bay at The Clearing’s bluff council ring.

Retreat to Door County
More than 35 land trust staff and board
members from around the state gathered for a fun
and educational weekend in Door County at the
7th Annual Wisconsin Land Trust Retreat in early
May. Participants who represented sixteen different
land trusts learned about topics from donor cultivation to data management. Attendees enjoyed
networking with peers and taking time to recharge
in a beautiful setting.
The retreat concluded with a private guided
tour of The Clearing, a folk school founded by landscape architect Jens Jensen in 1935 that encompasses 130 acres of woodland and meadow on
the bluffs overlooking Lake Michigan. The Clearing
recently donated a permanent conservation easement to the Door County Land Trust.

Thanks to our 2006
Land Trust Retreat sponsors
• Rutabaga Paddlesports
• Community Shares of Wisconsin
• Door County Land Trust
• Mayes Wilson Associates
• Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin
• SC Johnson

Easter treat
Gathering Waters’ staff was
touched to receive this note
in the mail. This made us feel
fortunate to work for Gathering
Waters Conservancy, where we
get to make a positive difference
in peoples’ lives. These young
people are the reason for the
conservation work we do!

Door prize contributors
Thanks to the following businesses for welcoming
Wisconsin’s land trusts to Door County by donating
unique and tasty foods as gifts to our retreat participants. There’s nothing like a bag of locally produced
treats to set the tone for a fun weekend!
Bea’s Ho-Made Products, Gills Rock
Capital Brewery, in partnership with
The Washington Hotel Middleton/Door County
The Chocolate Chicken, Egg Harbor
Lautenbach Orchard Country
Winery & Market, Fish Creek

Did you know you can name Gathering Waters Conservancy, Inc. in
your estate? For more information call 608.251.9131 x10.

Maritime Museum, Sturgeon Bay
The Washington Hotel, Washington Island
Wood Orchard Market, Egg Harbor



Training Future Leaders: Gathering Waters Conservancy’s Internship Program
With all that has to happen for a non-profit organization like Gathering Waters Conservancy to be successful
in its mission, you might wonder, “how do they find
the time and resources to do it all?” We would
answer that question by praising all of the dedicated student interns that have graced Gathering
Waters with their time and talents. Indeed, many
of our successes would not have been possible
without their diligence and behind-the-scenes
efforts.

working as an outdoor educator in Yosemite National Park and a naturalist ranger for the National Forest Service in Alaska before arriving
in her current position as Community Programs Coordinator for
Save the Bay in California.
Conor Moran, 2004-present intern
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“As an intern at Gathering Waters I am gaining practical
experience and employing the skills I’ve been learning as a
law student at the University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School.”
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Gathering Waters has a long history of employing
interns, many of whom are students at UW-Madison. The
internship program that Gathering Waters has developed is
truly a symbiotic opportunity. Not only are students provided with
challenging work experiences and an understanding of conservation non-profit organizations, but Gathering Waters receives
valuable assistance in our ongoing programs as well as expertise for specialized projects.
Given that one of Gathering Waters Conservancy’s fundamental goals is to protect land for future generations, it is
important to us to encourage and cultivate a new generation
of passionate, experienced, and confident conservationists who
can put their skills to work in the wider community. Giving students
opportunities is one of the farthest reaching activities we do.
Here is a brief glimpse at some of our past and present
interns and how their experience at Gathering Waters has
shaped their journey:
Ezra Meyer, 2000-2001 intern
“I am on a path to conservation leadership that I
might never have found without the help of Vicki
Elkin and the year-and-a-half that I spent as an
intern at Gathering Waters Conservancy.”
Ezra interned with Gathering Waters while
pursuing a master’s degree in Urban and Regional
Co
Planning at UW-Madison. To fulfill his degree requirenor
Moran
ments he undertook a major research project on conservation easements and property taxes. A natural leader and
activist, Ezra co-founded the Friends of the Mukwonago River to
help protect this natural feature in his home town. Ezra is now
employed full-time as the Education Specialist at the
Wisconsin Association of Lakes.

Conor’s internship at Gathering Waters has given him experiences in the non-profit sector as he learns about environmental
law. Conor has undertaken responsibilities in database management
and membership assistance and was also given the opportunity
to serve as our Conservation Easement Monitoring Intern
last summer. Last summer, Conor drafted a comprehensive easement monitoring program as well as model
amendments and violations policies, which are available to other land trusts. Conor has also interned for
the Wisconsin Department of Justice and has one
final year of law school.
As for me, I started as an intern for Gathering Waters
Conservancy too. I received my undergraduate degree in
Conservation Biology and Environmental Studies and was
tz
J o c el y n G r e
looking for a way to incorporate my education into a job that
would make a difference in my community. I was lucky enough to
be given that opportunity by Vicki Elkin. After several months as an intern, I
was offered the chance to transition into a full-time position. Three years
later I am still here, running our membership program, developing
skills for what I hope will be a long career in conservation, and still
making a difference in my community.
Gathering Waters Conservancy’s internship program
continues to grow as we welcome Andrea Ward, our research
and editorial intern, and Scott Bernstein, our photography intern,
this summer.
None of these opportunities would be possible without the
support of our generous donors. Bud Jordahl, a co-founder and
long-time board member of Gathering Waters, has recently made a
commitment to support our internship program long into the future by
naming Gathering Waters as a beneficiary in his will. We are
grateful to Bud and others who have made similar commitments to growing future conservation leadership!
~ Sara DeKok, Membership Coordinator

Jocelyn Gretz, 2001-2002 intern
“My internship at Gathering Waters Conservancy served
as one of the key foundations of my career, which I
have dedicated to environmental conservation and
education.”

Support our Interns

Gathering Waters has recently introduced
ok
After restoring prairies surrounding Madison for two
a new way for our members to support land
eK
D
summers with the DNR, Jocelyn decided she wanted to know
Sara
conservation in Wisconsin. Recognizing the importance
the stories behind some of those protected lands. So, while pursuing
of hiring and training interns to help fulfill our mission
her undergraduate degree in Biological Aspects of Conservation and
and grow conservation leadership broadly, Gathering Waters
Environmental Studies, Jocelyn joined Gathering Waters as an intern.
has created a special fund to provide long-term support for our
By interviewing landowners with conservation easements throughout
internship program.
the state, she created Gathering Waters’ award-winning publication,
If you are interested in making a charitable contribution to Gathering
In Their Own Words – a booklet that documents the personal and
Waters
Conservancy’s Internship Program Fund, please contact Sara DeKok
inspirational stories of Wisconsin landowners who have
at 608.251.9131 x10 or sara@gatheringwaters.org.
protected their land. After graduating, Jocelyn moved west,


Land trust leaders win votes
On April 7, citizens around the state elected several friends of land
trusts to positions of authority in their communities. Congratulations
to the following individuals who will certainly raise awareness of land
conservation in their local governments.
Lester Laack, founding member of Glacial Lakes Conservancy,
was elected as Lyndon Town Supervisor in Sheboygan County.
Wendy McCalvy, founder and president of
Conservancy, was elected to the Caledonia Village Board.

Caledonia

Peter McKeever, past state director of The Nature Conservancy,
attorney for several land trusts, and coordinator of Gathering Waters’
Milwaukee County Conservation Coalition, was re-elected to the
Monona City Council.
Pamela Meyer, past board member of Friends of the Mukwonago
River and member of the Waukesha Land Conservancy, was elected to
the Waukesha County Board.
Ted Rolfs, who serves on the board of trustees of The Nature
Conservancy and was founder and president of Tall Pines
Conservancy, was elected to the Waukesha
County Board.

Did you get your property
assessment this spring?
Every year landowners call our office asking about
conservation options for their property. Several of them
ask whether or not conservation efforts—particularly conservation easements—will relieve their property tax burden.
In Wisconsin, there is no clear answer to that question.
Some conservation easements have reduced property assessments, in other cases, assessments have increased. It’s a tricky
question! How would you value wild acres, protected forever from
subdivision and development? Priceless, of course! But could you
afford to pay taxes on even one acre of priceless land? How will
the real estate market value those “priceless” acres that one cannot
develop or subdivide? How should municipalities value protected
land? Which buyers influence local markets the most? With all these
influences on property value, assessing conservation easements can
seem like very fuzzy math, indeed!
We have long pondered how Gathering Waters Conservancy might
guide assessment regulations to encourage conservation of private
property. This March, we were honored to be asked to address the
Wisconsin Association of Assessing Officers’ annual meeting. Pam
Felt teamed up with Paul Scott, an appraiser for the DNR, to share
information about conservation easements and how they are
evaluated. The presentation resulted in a valuable discussion
and some great suggestions about how to help clarify assessors’ tasks. Since that time, Vicki Elkin and Pam Felt met
with Michael Morgan, Secretary of the State Department
of Revenue. We look forward to continuing to work with
the assessment community as we share information
about private land conservation.
~ Pam Foster Felt, Program Coordinator


Gathering Waters funnels $ to land trusts
Gathering Waters Conservancy provides a wealth of services to Wisconsin’s
land trusts. But did you know that we also provide money? Here are two recent
examples of ways that Gathering Waters is working to strengthen Wisconsin’s
land trust community.
Land trust members of the Lake Michigan Shorelands Alliance are eligible
to apply for $1000 match grants from Gathering Waters Conservancy. To date,
Caledonia Conservancy, Door County Land Trust, River Revitalization Foundation,
Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust, Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy, Kenosha
Racine Land Trust, and Glacial Lakes Conservancy have received funds for
training and organizational development.
The Land Trust Alliance’s National Rally is an extraordinary learning opportunity for land trusts, but it is also a very expensive conference to attend. Last
fall, Gathering Waters Conservancy was lucky enough to have funding from the
Plum Creek Foundation to provide scholarships for four northern Wisconsin
land trusts to attend: Northwoods Land Trust, Kinnickinnic River Land Trust, Star
Prairie Land Preservation Trust, and Couderay Waters Regional Land Trust.

A statewide blueprint
for protection

Gathering Waters Policy

This
winter,
the
Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources
unveiled the Wisconsin Land Legacy
Report. This beautiful 250 page
volume identifies places critical to
Wisconsin’s conservation and outdoor
recreation needs over the next 50
years. Chock-full of photos and maps,
the Land Legacy Report describes 229
special places around the state that
should be considered high priority
areas for conservation and recreation.
The Land Legacy Report represents
over three years of input from citizens and organizations — including
land trusts — around the state. It’s an
inspiring guide, and articulates a promising common conservation vision for
Wisconsin’s future. Gathering Waters’
Program Director, Karen Bassler, was
honored to introduce the Report at a
press conference in January.

Promoting a Statewide Purchase of
Development Rights Program
We are hard at work promoting a new statewide Purchase of Development Rights (PDR) program.
Just as the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund helps land trusts protect wild and natural places, Gathering
Waters believes that there should be a statewide program to protect the working farms and forests that are
a central to this state’s heritage. Under a PDR program, the state would provide matching grants to local
governments and land trusts to purchase easements from farmers.
We are happy to report that Governor Doyle’s Working Lands Initiative Steering Committee has unanimously approved a proposal to create a statewide PDR program based on Gathering Waters’ recommendations. Vicki Elkin, Gathering Waters Conservancy’s Executive Director, is a member of the Committee
which also includes representatives from local government, the Realtors and builders associations, the
Farm Bureau and Farmers Union, and business leaders, among others. The Committee will make its final
recommendations in July.
Gathering Waters Conservancy extends a special thank you to Ruth Oppedahl and farmer Rick Dale
of the Bayfield Regional Conservancy for making a moving presentation about the Town of Bayfield’s PDR
program to the Committee which helped galvanize support for a statewide PDR program.

The Wisconsin Land Legacy
Report is available for $15 at local
DNR service centers and through
the state’s Document Sales office at
(800) 362‑7253.

Ensuring the Future of the Warren Knowles-Gaylord Nelson
Stewardship Fund
This year, Gathering Waters Conservancy is gearing up for a multi-year campaign to reauthorize the
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund – Wisconsin’s premier land conservation program. The Stewardship
Fund has helped protect more than 350,000 acres across the state, from the shores of Lake Michigan to
the bluffs along the Mississippi River and from wild lakes in the North woods to bike trails in Milwaukee.
The Stewardship program, currently funded at $60 million a year, will expire in 2010 if it is not
reauthorized by the Legislature and signed by the Governor before then. Despite a bipartisan history and
widespread public support, recent legislative attacks on the Stewardship Fund make the prospects for
reauthorization uncertain at best. That’s why we’re getting an early start in our efforts to mobilize a broad,
bipartisan coalition for the Stewardship Fund.
Stay tuned for more details as we unveil the various pieces of our campaign or give us a call at 608251-9131 x13 if you would like to learn more about how you can become involved.

Advocating for Conservation
Along with providing direct support to land trusts and conservation-minded landowners,
Gathering Waters Conservancy works hard to ensure that government programs and policies reflect our conservation values and support our conservation efforts.

Land Trust Policy Network

Our goals are to safeguard current conservation programs, like the KnowlesOf course, our success on the policy front would not be
Nelson Stewardship Fund, while advocating for new funding and incentives for
possible without the involvement, commitment and vision of our
private land conservation both at the state and federal level. We also work
grassroots network of land trusts. We rely on thousands of land trust
closely with government agencies to ensure that conservation programs
members to carry the conservation message to our elected officials. If
are efficient, effective, and friendly to land trusts and landowners. Check
you would like to help promote our policy agenda or simply stay abreast
out our website at www.gatheringwaters.org for a full copy of our 2006
of policy issues, join our Land Trust Policy Network by visiting our website or
Policy Agenda.
emailing info@gatheringwaters.org.
~ Althea Dotzour, Outreach and Policy Coordinator
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Mark your calendars for the
fourth annual Land Conservation
Leadership Awards Celebration!
Thursday, September 28.
Monona Terrace in Madison.
5:30 – 8:30 pm.
To donate an item to the silent
auction, call 608.251.9131 x15.

Join the Parade!
August - October 2006
Have you taken a hike on a beautiful piece of land recently? We each have our favorite places,
but this summer, Gathering Waters Conservancy is giving you the opportunity to discover some
natural gems that may be less familiar.
Gathering Waters Conservancy has identified a set of special places that have been protected
with the help of Wisconsin’s Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund. The unique lands featured in this
year’s Parade of Preserves will be a delight to all those who visit them. Field trips to these lands
will be held throughout the summer (visit www.gatheringwaters.org/parade for details).
Whether your goal is to be inspired and energized, to learn more about land conservation, or
feed your soul with natural beauty, this year’s Parade of Preserves will exceed your expectations!

Why is the Stewardship Fund important to you?
Do you have a connection to a place that has been protected
with Stewardship Funds? We would love to hear your story!
Similar to our award-winning publication In Their Own Words,
Gathering Waters Conservancy is creating a new booklet highlighting
connections people have to lands protected by the Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Fund.
The Stewardship Fund has enhanced the lives of so many
people. Maybe it’s your neighbor who fishes on a protected lake or
your child’s school teacher who takes his class to the school forest.
Maybe it is even yourself… catching some moments of peace and
tranquility while hiking on your favorite trail. We look forward to
hearing these stories.
Contact Andrea Ward at 608.251.9131 x16 or andrea@gatheringwaters.org to find out more. (or visit www.gatheringwaters.org)

