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The future of land and water protection
in Wisconsin is at stake!
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In January, elected officials will begin debating the future of the Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program.
You’ve probably enjoyed outdoor activities on properties that were funded by the KnowlesNelson Stewardship Program without even realizing it—especially if you like exploring parks,
camping, hunting, fishing, boating, hiking, cycling, or snowmobiling.
The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program is a vital source of funding used by local
communities, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, land trusts, and other non-profit
groups to protect land and water, which is essential to the physical and emotional health
and well-being of the people in Wisconsin. Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program Funding:
• Protects our water resources and air quality
• Provides wildlife habitat
• Supports jobs and local economies, and
• Promotes outdoor recreation and a high quality of life
In this issue of Crosscurrents, you’ll learn about the immediate threat facing the KnowlesNelson Stewardship Program, the campaign we’ve launched, and the critical role you play.
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Thank you for your commitment to protecting the lands and waters of Wisconsin.

Mike Carlson
Executive Director

Mindy Petersen, CFRE
Development Director

URGENT: FUNDING FOR LAND AND WATER
PROTECTION IN WISCONSIN IS AT RISK

THE THREAT
The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program
has provided millions of dollars for land and
water protection in Wisconsin since 1989.
This January, your elected officials will begin
debating the future of the Stewardship
Program.
Ever since the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Program was created through a bipartisan
effort nearly 30 years ago, elected officials
have authorized funding for the program
every 10 years.
In other words, both Republican and
Democratic legislators and governors have
agreed: land and water protection are so
important that funding for the Stewardship
Program should be authorized for an entire
decade at a time.
So why is 2019 such a critical year for the
Stewardship Program? Because the most recent
10-year funding authorization for the program
will end soon.
Unless the Republican-controlled legislature
and Democratic Governor-elect Evers
can agree to reauthorize funding for the
Stewardship Program in the 2019 state
budget, we will lose this vital source of
support for land and water protection.
Over the past several years, we’ve had to
defend the Stewardship Program against cuts
to authorized funding.
But, now that authorization is ending, your
elected officials will have to agree to extend
the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program in
the 2019 budget battle.
That’s a big deal and will require all hands
on deck.
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THE ANSWER
The Republican-controlled legislature and
Democratic Governor-elect Evers must agree
to reauthorize funding for the KnowlesNelson Stewardship Program in the next
state budget.
Gathering Waters is a leader on this issue.
Drawing on decades of experience protecting
the Stewardship Program, we spent time last
year laying a strong foundation for the 2019
budget battle. During the past 12 months, we:
• Retained professional lobbyists to get us the
right meetings, with the right people, at the
right times
• Organized a coalition and a task force with
over 20 like-minded organizations
• Conducted statewide polling that verified land
and water protection is very important to a
vast majority of Wisconsinites regardless of
political affiliation
• Hosted six advocacy forums around the state
to answer questions and get people involved
• Researched the best tools and tactics for
influencing elected officials
These investments will play an essential role
in the 2019 budget battle. But there’s a critical
piece missing; your elected officials need to
know funding land and water protection in
Wisconsin is important to YOU.
We’ll make it easy for you to reach out to your
elected officials. At key times during the budget
debates, we will ask you to call or write your
legislators. These personal contacts are often
the most effective.
To stay up-to-date on what’s happening to
the Stewardship Program, we invite you to
join Team Knowles-Nelson.

Support
the Team
With so much at stake, Gathering Waters
has launched an effort to recruit and
empower the people who want to make a
difference.
The better our tools and resources, the
stronger and more effective the team’s
impact will be. Go Team!
We must raise $200,000 for this effort
before March 2019. Every dollar counts.
Please consider making a donation

Join Team Knowles-Nelson to
Save the Stewardship Program

T

eam Knowles-Nelson membership is free. If you care about
protecting Wisconsin’s land and water, please join.

As a member, you’ll receive up-to-date information about actions you
need to take to speak up for land and water protection.
We’ll also make it easy for you to communicate with your elected
officials. We will let you know:
•
•
•
•

today at: gatheringwaters.org/donate.
If you would like to learn more about the
specifics of this campaign or discuss the
ways your financial gift could make a huge
impact, please reach out to:
Mindy Petersen, CFRE
Development Director
(608) 251-9131 ext.15
mindy@gatheringwaters.org

When to reach out
Who to contact
How to connect
What message to communicate

Sign up at teamknowlesnelson.org today if you want a simple and
effective way to help protect land and water in Wisconsin.
Special thanks to the following land trusts for their strong
partnership in the fight to save the Stewardship Program:

Watch this video for examples
of the countless ways the
Stewardship Program is
benefitting communities
throughout Wisconsin:
gatheringwaters.org/video
If your organization would like to be a partner in this effort, please
reach out to Gathering Waters’ Development Director, Mindy Petersen.
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Named after two former Wisconsin governors—Warren Knowles,
a Republican and Gaylord Nelson, a Democrat—the KnowlesNelson Stewardship Program honors Wisconsin’s
historic commitment to an issue Wisconsinites
are unified on: Land and water protection
is a priority.

ic k

Join Team Knowles-Nelson to
save the Stewardship Program:
teamknowlesnelson.org
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#TeamKnowlesNelson
#KnowlesNelson
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