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Thanks to the generous support�of�
many,�Fiscal�Year��005�was�Gathering�Waters�
Conservancy’s�most�successful�and�productive�
year�yet.�

Land�Trusts�are�community-based�organizations�
made�up�of�private�citizens�working�in�partner-
ship�with�private�landowners�to�protect�the�
places�that�make�our�communities�special.�

Collectively,�land�trusts�are�protecting�substantial�
tracts�of�land.�It’s�the�hidden�treasures�where�
we�hike,�fish,�and�play�that�make�Wisconsin’s�
natural�resources�so�rich�and�diverse.�Land�Trusts�
are�working�across�the�state�to�ensure�that�our�
children’s�children�can�discover�Wisconsin’s�
natural�gems.

Wisconsin’s�land�trusts�rely�on�45,000�members,�
thousands�of�dedicated�volunteers,�and�a�core�
group�of�hardworking�staff�to�get�their�work�
done.�They�embody�Wisconsin’s�spirit�of�volun-
teerism�and�widely-held�conservation�ethic.

Wisconsin’s�land�trusts�have�protected�more�than�
�35,000�acres�valued�at�more�than�$�40�million�
dollars�in�communities�across�the�state.�Much�
of�this�land�has�been�donated�outright�to�a�land�
trust�or�protected�through�voluntary�land�preserva-
tion�agreements�called�conservation�easements.�

In�the�past�few�years,�land�trusts�have�been�able�
to�raise�more�money�to�purchase�high-priority�
sites�and�make�them�available�to�the�public�for�
outdoor�recreation.�The�Knowles-Nelson��
Stewardship�Fund�has�been�a�critical�source�of�
grants�for�land�trust�purchases.

���������������������������������������Vicki�Elkin��
� � �������������Executive�Director

Wisconsin’s land trusts rely on 

45,000 members, thousands 

of dedicated volunteers, and 

a core group of hardworking 

staff to get their work done. 

They embody Wisconsin’s 

spirit of volunteerism and 

reflect Wisconsin’s widely-held 

conservation ethic.

land�trusts�statewide 5�

total�acres�protected �35,000

acres�owned 43,000

acres�under�easement 4�,000

acres�transferred�to�government�agencies 47,000

number�of�land�trust�members 45,000

combined�operating�budget $�0,370,000

average�operating�budget $�30,000

full-time�staff�statewide ��6

part-time�staff�statewide 38
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knowledge

collaboration

stewardship

Our strategic plan

“Make no little plans; they have no magic to stir men’s blood and probably 

will themselves not be realized. Make big plans; aim high in home and work, 

remembering that a noble, logical diagram once recorded will not die.” 

Daniel Burnham

In�early��005,�Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�brought�together�partners�
and�supporters�to�help�us�plan�for�the�next�three�years.�The�conservation�
landscape�is�changing,�and�Gathering�Waters�and�our�member�land�trusts�
are�well-poised�to�have�a�tremendous�impact.�Our�ambitious�strategic�plan�
includes�the�following:

Land�conservation�is�a�long-term�commitment.�It’s�vital�that�the�organizations�
conducting�land�conservation�transactions�meet�the�highest�operating�
standards�and�earn�the�trust�of�the�public.�Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�is�
reframing�our�programs�to�help�prepare�land�trusts�for�national�accreditation.

From�trainings�for�attorneys,�appraisers,�and�assessors,�to�television�shows,�
and�feature�magazine�articles,�Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�is�spreading�
awareness�about�land�conservation�and�the�increasing�role�of�land�trusts.�

�
Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�is�working�across�the�state�to�help�land�trusts�
strategically�blend�their�local�visions�into�broader�regional�conservation�plans.�
This�will�ensure�that�land�trusts�are�working�to�protect�all�of�Wisconsin’s�special�
places—both�large�and�small.

�

The�Knowles-Nelson�Stewardship�Fund,�Wisconsin’s�premier�land�conservation�
program,�will�be�up�for�reauthorization�in�a�few�short�years.�Gathering�Waters�
Conservancy�is�working�now�to�celebrate�the�Fund�and�to�build�a�broad�base�
of�bipartisan�support�to�ensure�that�the�fund�continues�well�into�the�future.
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Preparing for Accreditation
Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�is�cultivating�the�professionalism�of�Wisconsin’s�land�
trusts,�nurturing�them�so�they�are�prepared�to�meet�the�challenges�of�the�future.�
Over�the�last�year,�Vicki�Elkin�served�on�the�Land�Trust�Alliance’s�steering�commit-
tee�that�developed�a�national�land�trust�accreditation�program.�Voluntary�accredita-
tion�will�allow�land�trusts�to�formalize�their�commitment�to�responsible�operating�
standards�and�practices,�helping�them�thrive.

We�are�proud�of�the�land�trusts�in�Wisconsin,�and�are�working�with�them�to�ensure�
that�Wisconsin’s�land�trusts�are�among�the�first�in�the�country�to�go�through�the�ac-
creditation�process.�We�have�already�begun�to�tailor�our�services�to�help�land�trusts�
prepare�for�accreditation.�In��005,�Gathering�Waters�hired�Julia�Solomon�to�join�
Karen�Bassler�and�Pam�Foster�Felt�as�our�third�land�trust�program�staff�member.�

Identifying Opportunities
We�worked�with��5�land�trusts�around�the�state�to�define�their�specific�needs.�In�
response�to�these�findings,�we�have�begun�to�hold�trainings�including�a�Board�
Leadership�seminar�in�November��005.�In��006,�we�will�continue�to�conduct��
trainings�and�one-on-one�work�with�land�trusts�to�prepare�for�accreditation.

Accreditation�will�help�land�trusts�become�community�institutions�as�important�as�
the�local�library,�YMCA,�or�art�museum�in�contributing�to�the�overall�health�and�
vitality�of�our�communities.

quality accreditation�
���������������������������������cultivating�the�professionalism�of�Wisconsin’s�Land�Trusts

“Super workshop! We will be able to apply so 
much to the needs of our organization!”
     ~ participant of our November Board 
        Leadership Seminar

Gathering Waters Conservancy continues to raise awareness about private land 
conservation and the innovative work of land trusts. Our goal is that land trusts 
will be a part of every landowner’s vocabulary. Just as landowners know that 
they can pick up the phone and call a realtor, they will also know that they can 
contact their local land trust. 

Hosting the Land Trust Alliance Rally
Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�hosted��,000�land�trust�leaders�from�across�the�
country�for�four�days�of�field�trips,�seminars,�workshops�and�inspirational�speakers�
as�part�of�the�Land�Trust�Alliance’s�National�Rally.�As�a�kick-off�to�Rally,�Gathering�
Waters�Conservancy�held�our�third�annual�Land�Conservation�Leadership�Awards�
celebration�to�recognize�our�land�trust�heroes�here�in�Wisconsin.�

Training Professionals
We�strive�to�ensure�that�all�land�owners�and�land�trusts�have�access�to�knowledge-
able�professionals.�Conservation�tools�like�easements�are�complex,�and�it�is�crucial�
that�attorneys�and�appraisers�are�well-versed�in�their�function.�Over�the�past�year�
Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�program�coordinator�Pam�Foster�Felt�helped�train�
dozens�of�professionals�through�a�wide�variety�of�accredited�trainings�across�the�
state.�

Sharing Stories 
Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�shares�stories�of�land�conservation�with�local�gov-
ernments,�landowner�associations,�conservation�professionals�and�citizen�groups.�
Thanks�to�our�efforts,�land�trusts�have�been�featured�in�numerous�publications�from�
local�papers�to�statewide�magazines.�On�the�airwaves,�Wisconsin�Public�Television�
is�featuring�a�series�of�shows�on�land�trusts,�and�already�we’ve�seen�a�tremendous�
outpouring�of�public�interest.

Providing Information Online
In�the�past�year,�Althea�Dotzour�and�Liz�Walsh�redeveloped�Gathering�Waters�
Conservancy’s�website,�www.gatheringwaters.org,�to�provide�more�accessible��
information�on�land�conservation.�Landowners�can�now�find�a�host�of�material�on�
land�conservation�options,�download�publications�and�informational�packets,�and�
search�an�interactive�map�to�locate�land�trusts�in�their�area.�

knowledge spreading�the�word�����

��������about�private�land�conservation�in�Wisconsin
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collaboration��
������forming�partnerships��

�������that�promote�strategic�conservation

Land trusts are strong because they are rooted deeply in place. They are 

driven by local vision and grassroots action. Gathering Waters Conservancy 

helps land trusts translate their local focus into regional collaboration among 

a variety of public and private partners to encourage strategic conservation.

Partners in Preservation
We�launched�a�regional�initiative�called�Partners�in�Preservation�in�the�Lake�Michi-
gan�Basin�three�years�ago,�and�have�formed�a�vibrant�alliance�of�nine�land�trusts�
representing�the�entire�coastline�from�the�Illinois�border�to�the�tip�of�Door�County.�
These�groups�meet�together�on�a�regular�basis,�share�strategies�and�ideas,�and�
are�working�jointly�on�several�high-priority�conservation�projects.�Recent�successes�
include�the�protection�of�the�Franklin�Park�Savanna�in�urban�Milwaukee�County�
and�the�inclusion�of�the�Red�Banks�site�conservation�plan�in�the�Town�of�Scott’s�
comprehensive�land�use�plan.�When�basin-wide�issues�emerge�these�land�trusts�are�
engaged,�connected,�and�prepared�for�action.

Expanding Regional Collaboration
Building�on�this�success,�we�have�recently�expanded�Partners�in�Preservation�to��
two�new�regions�of�the�state—Northwest�Wisconsin�and�South�Central�Wisconsin.��
Our�staff�has�been�meeting�with�land�trusts�in�these�regions�and�their�partners�at�
local,�state,�and�federal�agencies�to�lay�the�groundwork�for�partnership.�We�are�
helping�these�groups�get�to�know�each�other�better�by�providing�joint�training�
events�and�other�forums�for�communication.�For�example,�Karen�Bassler�is��working�
with�land�trusts�and�other�conservation�groups�in�Northwest�Wisconsin�to�prepare�a�
comprehensive�conservation�plan�for�the�St.�Croix�River�Basin.

stewardship
promoting�conservation��

������������������������������������������through�policy�and�outreach

The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund is Wisconsin’s premier land  

conservation program. At $60 million per year, Stewardship has helped 

protect over 340,000 acres across the state. Most recently, land trusts have 

received matching grants through Stewardship to protect such treasures as 

the Mequon Nature Preserve in a rapidly urbanizing area near Milwaukee, 

Patrick Marsh near an elementary school in Sun Prairie, and the phenomenal  

Tenderfoot Forest Reserve in northern Wisconsin.

Reauthorizing the Stewardship Fund
The�current�Stewardship�program�is�set�to�expire�in�a�few�short�years�and��
needs�the�support�of�the�Governor�and�Legislature�to�continue�beyond��0�0.�
Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�is�working�to�build�broad,�bipartisan�support�for�the�
reauthorization�of�Stewardship.�In�February��005,�Gathering�Waters�Conservancy,�
The�Nature�Conservancy,�and�the�Johnson�Foundation�brought�together�a�diverse�
group�of�opinion�leaders�to�develop�a�strategy�for�reauthorization.�We�plan�to�hire�
a�Stewardship�Director�to�begin�implementing�this�strategy�in�the�summer�of��006.�

Parade of Preserves
Governor�Doyle�declared��005�the�year�of�Land�and�Water�Conservation,�and�it�
also�marked�the��5th�anniversary�of�the�Stewardship�Fund.�To�celebrate,�program�
coordinator�Julia�Solomon�organized�a�“Parade�of�Preserves.”�Through�the�summer�
of��005,�we�provided�opportunities�for�Wisconsin�citizens�to�get�out�and�experi-
ence�some�of�the�many�special�places�that�have�been�protected�through�the��
Stewardship�Fund.�Parade�of�Preserves�trips�attracted�many�people�who�were��
visiting�a�local�Stewardship�property�for�the�first�time.��



Our�growth�is�only�possible�
through�your�support.�

Thank�you.

 
Special thanks to our  
in-kind contributors,  
volunteers, and supporters
Johanna�Allex
Alliant�Energy�
Tom�Barrett
Vicki�Blank
Linda�Bochert
Cheryl�Clemens
Cricket�Design�Works
Sandy�Gordon
Marilyn�Goris
Gil�Gribb
Chris�Hughes
The�Johnson�Foundation
Kate�Kaiser
Nancy�Kendrick
Bill�Kraus
Lussier�Center
Curt�Meine
Scott�Minter
Monona�Terrace�Convention
���Center
Angela�Nelson
Bill�O’Connor
Ron�Olson
Jefferson�Patterson
Arline�Paunack
Jill�Rosenberg
Susan�Slocum
Stacey�Staniak
Jeff�Strobel
John�Vigen
John�Wagner
Wendy�Walker
Ann�Waterhouse
Wegner�LLP
West�Wisconsin�Land�Trust
Wheeler,�Van�Sickle�and�Anderson
Wisconsin�Indianhead�Technical�
���College
Nancy�Zucker

�

And our sponsors: �
2004 Awards Celebration
American�Transmission�Company
Axley�Brynelson,�LLP
Peter�Bemis
Clark�Forestry,�Inc.
The�Conservation�Fund
Godfrey�&�Kahn
International�Paper�Foundation
Madison�Audubon�Society
Madison�Gas�&�Electric��
���Foundation,�Inc.
Natural�Resources�Foundation�of
���Wisconsin��
The�Nature�Conservancy
Overture�Foundation
River�Alliance�of�Wisconsin
Kine�&�John�Torinus
Veridian�Foundation
West�Bend�Mutual�Charitable�Trust
West�Bend�Mutual�Insurance���
���Company
Wheeler,�Van�Sickle�&�Anderson,�S.C.
Wisconsin�Wetlands�Association

2005 Staff Retreat
Mayes�Wilson�Associates
Milwaukee�Metropolitan�Sewage
���District

Board Leadership Seminar
Godfrey�&�Kahn

Appraiser Training
The�Quixote�Foundation
The�Bradshaw�Knight�Foundation
The�Plum�Creek�Foundation

2005 Awards Celebration
Lead Sponsors
American�Transmission�Company
Forest�County�Potawatomi�
��Community�Foundation
West�Bend�Mutual�Insurance���
��Company

Benefactors
Community�Shares�of�Wisconsin
Quarles�&�Brady
Veridian�Homes

Partners
Alliant�Energy�Foundation
Forest�County�Potawatomi�Community
Godfrey�&�Kahn
Harley-Davidson�Motor�Company
Land�Trust�Alliance
Madison�Gas�&�Electric��
���Foundation,�Inc.
The�Nature�Conservancy
Northern�Engraving�Corporation
Vandewalle�&�Associates
Wheeler,�Van�Sickle�&�Anderson,�S.C.
We�Energies,�through�the�
���Wisconsin�Energy�Corporation�
���Foundation

Contributors
�000�Friends�of�Wisconsin
Applied�Ecological�Services
Door�County�Land�Trust
Madison�Audubon�Society
Milwaukee�Area�Land�Conservancy
Natural�Resources�Foundation�of
���Wisconsin�
Ozaukee�Washington�Land�Trust
River�Alliance�of�Wisconsin
Stafford�Rosenbaum�LLP
Walnut�Hollow
Wisconsin�Wetlands�Association

Financial Overview
Increasing�the�quality�and�effectiveness�of�Wisconsin’s�land�trust�movement�takes�
vision.�Ideas�and�drive�are�a�great�start,�but�it’s�the�support�of�generous�donors�
and�foundations�that�provide�the�fuel.�We�at�Gathering�Waters�Conservancy�owe�
a�debt�of�gratitude�to�the�individuals,�foundations,�businesses�and�organizations�
who�provide�us�with�a�solid�foundation�for�projecting…and�attaining�our�conser-
vation�goals.�Your�dollars�make�a�tremendous�difference.

Income and Expenses for Fiscal Year 2005   
July 1, 2004  through June 30, 2005   

Individuals
Families

Businesses
$167,111

Total Income
573,405

Grants
$341,303

Conferences
Workshops

$53,374

Investment
Income
$10,425

Other
$1,192

Net Income: $81,264 

Total Expenses
 $492,141

Policy/Govt.
Relations
$40,226

Fundraising
$51,888

Admin.
$42,034

Education/
Outreach 
$95,820

Land Trust 
Programs  
$160,010

Our�independently�audited�financial�statement�and�IRS�Form�990�are�available�on�
our�website�at�www.gatheringwaters.org.

The following foundations have given generously in Fiscal Year 2005

Alliant�Energy�Foundation
Bradshaw-Knight�Foundation
Brico�Fund
Environmental�Protection�Agency—�
�����Great�Lakes�National�Program�Office
Greater�Milwaukee�Foundation
Land�Trust�Alliance
Lux�Foundation
Milwaukee�Metropolitan�Sewerage�District
Plum�Creek�Foundation

Quixote�Foundation
Steve�J.�Miller�Foundation
West�Bend�Community�Foundation’s��
����Ziegler�Family�Foundation�Fund
Wisconsin�Coastal�Management�Program
Wisconsin�Department�of�Natural�
����Resources

$

7 8
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Help preserve the legacy of Wisconsin’s wild heritage

Members�of�Gathering�Waters�Conservancy’s�Land�Legacy�Society�give�an�annual�gift�of�

$�,000�or�more.�Thanks�to�the�support�of�our�charter�Land�Legacy�Society�members,�we�

have�seen�significant�results�in�one�short�year.�Not�only�did�we�achieve�greater�media�

coverage�of�land�conservation�issues�and�broader�support�of�the�Stewardship�Fund�than�

ever�before,�but�our�efforts�have�translated�into�more�critical�and�noteworthy�acres�of�land�

protected�in�perpetuity�across�the�state.�Members�of�the�Land�Legacy�Society�make�our�

goal�–�to�increase�the�amount�of�protected�land�in�Wisconsin�–�a�reality.

propagate 

$10,000 and above
Julie�Gallagher�&�Ted�Rolfs
Alice�Godfrey
Terry�F.�&�DiAnne�Hatch
Rudy�&�Joy�Rasin
John�Taylor
Joan�&�Peter�Ziegler

$5,000 - $9,999
Jerry�Frautschi�&�Pleasant�Rowland
Wendy�McCalvy

$2,000 - $4,999
Francis�Beidler�Foundation
Eugenie�Mayer�Bolz�Family�Foundation
Robert�&�Anne�Bolz
Frank�&�Bonnie�Burgess
Dale�Druckrey
Tom�&�Carol�Ehrsam
Walter�E.�&�Stacey�Meanwell
Luigi�Mumford
Jeff�Patterson
Arline�Paunack
Mary�&�Tom�Rolfs
West�Bend�Community�Foundation’s�
����Ziegler�Family�Foundation�Fund

$1,000 - $1,999
Anonymous
Bruce�J.�Adreani
Andy�Baltins
Darrell�Bazzell
Peter�Bemis
Charles�Boardman
Linda�Bochert
Bob�Brogan
Norman�&�Betty�Elkin
Vicki�Elkin�&�Mike�Ivey
D.�J.�&�Mary�Clare�Freeman
Scott�Froehlke

Beachy�Gallagher
John�Gehl
Joy�&�Rob�Gottschalk
Melita�&�Bill�Grunow
Arthur�Harrington
Charles�&�Jill�Haubrich
Anita�&�Tom�Hauske
Charlie�&�Carol�James
Harold�“Bud”�Jordahl
Stephen�Koermer
Geoffrey�Maclay
Tuck�&�Peggie�Mallery
Howard�&�Nancy�Mead
Jean�&�Walter�A.�Meanwell
Bill�O’Connor�&�Krista�Roys
Lorain�Olsen
Lewis�&�Vicki�Posekany
Gerald�Scholz
David�&�Kate�Simon
Margaret�Van�Alstyne
Gail�&�Willi�Van�Haren
Frank�&�Mariana�Weinhold
John�&�Cindi�Woollam
Meagan�Yost�&�Tony�Karls

�005�Land�Legacy�Society�Members�
July�04�through�June�05

�0
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$1000 and above
American�Transmission�Company
Plum�Creek
Rutabaga
The�Nature�Conservancy
���Wisconsin�Chapter
Wisconsin�Energy�Corporation�
���Foundation

$500 - $999
John�Brogan
Emily�Earley
Dan�Erdman
Ellen�&�Jon�Flood
Roma�Lenehan
John�Notz
John�Edward�Porter
Roger�&�Judy�Rickard
Kine�&�John�Torinus
Anthony�J.�&�Linda�Warren
R.�Douglas�&�Sharon�Ziegler
B.�C.�&�Liz�Ziegler�III

$250 - $499
Nancy�Aten�&�Daniel�Collins
Vance�Baker
Jon�&�Metta�Belisle
Tom�&�Shaila�Bolger
Bertil�&�Ulla�Brunk
Fran�&�Paul�Burton
Dana�&�Patricia�Chabot
Christine�Coffin
Jim�&�Nancy�Curtes
Kim�&�Mike�Herro
Alan�Jones,�Jr.
Marlen�&�John�Kaiser
Lori�&�Lee�Kisling
Renay�Leone
John�&�Cynthia�Lhost
Tony�Mack
Nancy�Nebgen
Deb�&�Al�Nemeth
Bryan�Pierce
Cricket�&�Phil�Redman
Tim�&�Jill�Schmidt
Mike�&�Linda�Slavney
Stanley�Temple
Susan�Tiedemann�&�Paul��
��Schlindwein�II
Gerald�Viste
Kay�Yuspeh
Jan�Zimmermann

$100 - $249
Kristin�&�David�Alexander
David�&�Kate�Allen
Todd�Ambs
John�&�Linda�Anderson
Norm�Anderson
Sherryl�Andrus�&�George�Scliffet
Jake�&�Kristin�Barnes
James�&�Carol�Baumgart
Wendy�Bemis
Douglas�Berry
Beth�Bier
Bill�Biersach
Joan�&�Roger�Boerner
Jack�&�Marian�Bolz
Stephen�Born

Robert�Boucher
Bob�&�Jacki�Bradham
Robert�H.�Bradner
Steve�Branca
Scott�Brandt
Steven�Brezinski
Cheryl�&�Mark�Brickman
Kerry�Brimmer
Willis�Brown�&�Photina�Ree
Robert�Brumder
Donald�&�Carol�Buckman
Elaine�Burke
R.�David�&�Vonnie�Callsen
Quentin�&�Mary�Carpenter
Arlen�Christenson
Sherren�Clark
Harold�Clark,�Jr.
Cheryl�Clemens
Mary�Ellen�Close
Honner�&�Bob�Cooper
Pat�&�Charles�Cornwell
Paul�&�Abby�DeLong
Derek�&�Michelle�Deubel
Cal�&�Ruth�Ann�DeWitt
Thomas�Drought
Katy�&�Jim�Dyreby
Charles�&�Vicki�Ebeling
Robert�&�Barbara�Elsner
Gerry�&�Signe�Emmerich
John�&�Mary�Emory
Fred�Evert
Kathleen�Falk�&�Peter�Bock
Frank�&�Laura�Farwell
Gary�&�Annette�Fisk
Carla�&�David�Garnham
Sherm�Geib
Brad�&�Barb�Glass
Chris�&�Margaret�Goebel
Donald�&�Karen�Grade
Shawn�Graff
Susan�&�Gerald�Greenfield
Bob�Gurda�&�Betty�Craig
Doug�Haag
Norbert�&�Mary�Halbur
Terry�Haller
Martin�Hanson
Camilla�Hanson
Jeff�&�Carolyn�Hapeman
Henry�&�Virginia�Hart
Patrick�Henderson
Annie�Herb
Allen�Hermansen
Steve�Hiniker
John�&�Colleen�Holmbeck
Jim�Holperin
Joe�Hovel
Richard�Howarth
Michael�Igoe
Tom�Itrich
David�&�Jane�Johnson
Mary�&�Charles�Kamps
James�Kavemeier
Nancy�Kendrick�&�Paul�Haskew
Robert�&�Susan�Kinde
Elizabeth�&�Dave�Kluesner
Lucy�&�Karl�Klug
John�&�Geraldine�Klus
Robert�Koehler
Paul�&�Judy�Kolosso

Bill�Kraus
Douglas�Kurtzweil
Jack�Kussmaul
David�Ladd
Don�&�Michele�Last
Pat�Leavenworth
Harold�&�Gail�Lindebo
Joel�&�Mary�Lubbers
William�G.�Lunney�&�Judie�Pfeifer
John�&�Martha�Lunz
Marjory�Lyford
Paul�&�Marilyn�Mahlberg
Darren�Marsh
Bill�McClenahan
Emily�McKay
Peter�McKeever
Michael�Best�&�Friedrich,�LLP
Jon�Moffatt
Ann�&�Timothy�Moran
Earl�&�Eleanor�Munson
Mark�Murphy
Debra�&�William�Nietert
Marv�Noltze
Tony�&�Darlene�Nowak
Dick�Olson
Sally�Overholt
William�Petersen
Harry�&�Sylvia�Peterson
Ric�Piasecki
Albert�&�Nancy�Pipke
James�&�Jan�Rawson
Bob�Retko
Margaret�&�Morrie�Rhude
Gene�&�Jean�Roark
Keith�Rodli�&�Katharine�Grant
Cathleen�Rose
Ron�Rosner
Suzanne�&�Ron�Schalig
Brian�Schimming
Martin�&�Elaine�Schreiber
Elaine�Schueler
Diane�Schwartz
George�Seater
D.�David�Sebold
Anne�&�Fritz�Seidel
James�&�Rose�Sime
Jerry�&�Donna�Smith
Richard�Smith
Judie�Smithers
Leonard�Sobczak
Richard�&�Laurel�Steffes
Joseph�Steuer
Bert�Stitt
Trish�Stocking�&�Jonathan�Ela�
Streich�Family�Foundation
Jeffrey�Strobel
Larry�&�Laurie�Sullivan
William�&�Nancy�Tans
Brian�Terranova
Michael�Theo
Jon�&�Peggy�Traver
Dorothy�&�Bob�Troller
Roy�Tull
Michael�Vahldieck
Steve�Ventura
Martin�&�Karen�Voss
Wendy�Walker
Donald�Waller
Ken�Walsh

Tom�&�Linda�Weber
James�Wellman
Jim�Welsh�&�Kevin�Lee
Gary�Werner
Bill�White�&�Kathie�J.�Nichols
Dan�&�Carol�Wilcox
Jane�Wiley
Bob�Willard�&�Jane�Hamilton��
���Willard
Mark�Williams
Dan�Wisniewski
Karen�&�Fred�Wollenburg

$50 - $99
William�Adamski
James�Addis
Helen�Adelt
Tenny�Albert
Johanna�Allex
Julie�Andersen�&�Steve�Greb
Dan�Anderson
Chris�&�Vicki�Anderson
Michael�Anderson
Judith�Ashford
Craig�&�Ann�Aswegan
David�&�Eileen�Baldus
Lowell�&�Mary�Ellen�Banks
David�&�Pamela�Bast
Gretchen�Benjamin
Robert�Benjamin
Bill�&�Ann�Beverly
Katherine�Bier
Evelyn�Bjorklund
Sharon�Bloodgood
Stuart�Boerst
Virginia�&�T.�Michael�Bolger
Steve�Books
Doug�Booth
Mark�Borchardt�&�Gwen�Stone
Karin�Borgh�&�Bill�Christofferson
Paul�Brandt
Joan�Braune�&�Tod�Highsmith
Michael�Briselli
Todd�&�Cindy�Broadie
Charlotte�&�Douglas�Brown
Diane�Brusoe
Dennis�Buettner
Jim�&�Barbara�Bunning
Margaret�Burlingham
Henry�Bush
Steve�Bushman
Gene�Bymers
John�&�Carolyn�Cain
Denny�Caneff
Carol�Chen�&�Tim�Hacker
Doug�&�Kendra�Cieslak
Sandi�Cihlar
Jim�&�Sue�Clapp
Gerard�Clausen
Llona�&�Dan�Clausen
Jack�Connelly�&�Terri�Connelly�Cronk
Guerdon�&�Jan�Coombs
Howard�Cosgrove�&�Susan�Troller
���Cosgrove
James�Cotter
Nancy�Counter
Elizabeth�Cowie
Noel�Cutright�&�Kathleen��
���Redmond

Patrick�Daly
Michael�&�Debora�Dearing
Sara�&�Sean�DeKok
Glenda�&�Carter�Denniston
Kathleen�Dickhut
John�Dixon
Lauren�&�Robert�Dorman
Ed�Drager
Michael�A.�&�Shelley�Dubis
Sharon�Duerkop
Linn�Deusterbeck
Bob�&�Sandy�Dunne
Wes�Ebert
Dave�Eckerle
Mary�Edwards
Brian�&�Christine�Ellison
Clem�Engen
Laura�England
David�&�Marguerite�Engleson
Kari�Esbensen
Kristine�Euclide
Brad�&�Shawn�Feltz
Nan�Fey�&��Bill�Cronon
Richard�&�Lois�Finch
Jeanne�Flaherty
Jeff�Ford
Bob�&�Darlene�Forsberg
Pamela�Foster�Felt�&�Tim�Felt
Paul�&�Justine�Fowler
Steve�&�Linda�Franz
Harold�&�Cheryl�Friestad
Don�Gabower
Bruce�Gallagher
James�E.�Garvey
Brenda�Gasch�Mittelstadt
���&�Mark�Mittelstadt
Lisa�Geer
Ellen�&�David�Gennrich
Charles�Gohs
Shirley�&�Michael�Griffin
Kathleen�Griswold
Dan�Hamilton
Raymond�&�Elaine�Hansen
Andrew�Hanson
Constance�&�Philip�Hardacre
Paulette�Harder
Mary�Harrington
Karl�&�Jennifer�Hassrick
Roger�&�Ann�Hauck
Laurel�&�John�Hauser
Paul�&�Philia�Hayes
Richard�&�Cynthia�Hayes
Larry�&�Jeanette�Heath
Brian�Heikenen
Jennifer�&�James�Heller-Janezic
David�Henning
George�W.�Henrich�Sr.
Laura�Hewitt
Charlie�Higley
Earl�&�Eugenie�Hildebrandt
Nancy�Hinz
Tom�&�Lynn�Hirsch
Elaine�Hoffmann
Kathleen�&�Ulfert�Hornemann
Jocelyn�Jacobs�&�Mark�Musolf
Marcus�&�Leeandra�Jaeger
Don�Janssen
Ken�Jaworski
Mark�Jeffries

Joe�Joas
Carl�&�Marilyn�John
Bruce�&�Beverly�Johnson
David�Johnson
Marlin�Johnson
Jordy�&�Calliope�Jordahl
Elizabeth�&�Peter�Kaseman-Wold
Elizabeth�Katzelnick
Mary�Beth�Keppel
Darcy�Kind
Don�Kleist
Lowell�Klessig
Mary�Kniep
Margaret�A.�Kohring
David�&�Sara�Kozeluh
Harold�Kreitz
Ronald�&�Winnifred�Krueger
Armond�&�Ione�Kueter
Hildigard�Kuse
Amy�&�Michael�Lanphear
John�Laub
Lauderdale�Lakes��
���Improvement�Assn.
James�&�Marilyn�Laudon
Estella�&�Charles�Lauler
Madelyn�Leopold�&�Claude
���Kazanski
Mike�Levy
Sharon�Lezberg�&�Brian�Yandell
Theresa�Lins
Mark�Lohry
David�Lowe
Charlie�Luthin
Stewart�Macaulay
Lisa�MacKinnon
Norma�&�John�Magnuson
Fran�Martin
Mark�&�Sue�Martin
Cathy�Mauer
Patty�&�Jeff�Mayers
Richard�McCoy
John�McKnight
Donna�Metzger
Charles�&�Nancy�Meyer
Kay�&�Patrick�Meyer
Pamela�Meyer
Sue�Millin
H.C.�Mitchell
Janet�&�Bob�Montgomery
Stephen�Morton
Diane�&�Gerald�Mundt
John�&�Debbie�Murphy
Royse�&�Barbara�Myers
Robert�Nelson
Elizabeth�O’Donoghue
Cynthia�Olmstead
Susan�L.�Origer
Laurie�Osterndorf�&�John�Fedell
Jerry�Patzwald
Tom�&�Pat�Paulson
Wayne�Pauly
Judith�Perlman
Lynn�Persson
R.�Waldo�Peterson
Bill�&�Kathy�Pielsticker
Kevin�Pomeroy
Kelly�Possehl
Lloyd�&�Carrel�Pray
Alice�&�Jalam�Punwar
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Greg�Quartucci
Nancy�Rafal
Jane�Raymond-Wood
Leonard�&�Lucille�Reinke
Mary�Reinke
William�S.�&�Sara�Rice
Tom�Riiser
Marilyn�Rinehart
Senator�Fred�Risser
George�&�Jeanette�Rogers
Andrea�&�Robert�Rosen
Robert�&�Nancy�Rudd
Brent�Rystrom
Bernard�Saley
Diana�Salisbury
Clyde�&�Janet�Samsel
Harry�&�Signe�Schroeder
Esther�Selke
Jennifer�Sereno
Jim�Severance
Larry�Sheaffer
Tom�Shepherd
John�&�Kristin�Siepmann
Dennis�&�Veronica�Simon
Teresa�&�Darryl�Sippel-Schmidt
Brent�Sittlow
Sam�Skemp,�Sr.
Jeff�Smith
William�&�Jacqueline�Smith
Mowry�Smith,�III
Julia�&�Chris�Solomon
Edward�Steigerwaldt
Skip�&�Fay�Stone
Eugene�&�Elenore�Streich
Michael�&�Molly�Strigel
Sustainable�Racine,�Inc.
Bill�Swan
Nancy�&�Norm�Tebo
Fred�Teitgen
Anita�Temple�&�Jerry�Sullivan
Gary�&�Karen�Tesch
Donald�Thompson
John�C.�&�Judy�Turner
Tom�Tuttle
Danielle�Valvassori
James�Van�Deurzen
Bruce�&�Pauline�Vance
Gerald�Viebrock
Paul�Wagner�&�Cindy�Schlosser
Liz�Walsh�&�David�Gilroy
Bob�Weber
Mareda�Weiss
Jean�Werbie
David�Wernecke
Gwen�&�Bill�Werner
Thomas�&�Mary�Jo�Widener
Richard�Wiegand
Ken�Wiesner
John�&�Karen�Wilson
Sara�Wilson
Tom�&�Susan�Winter
John�&�Mary�Witt
Jeffrey�Wittrock
Tom�&�Anne�Woiwode
Sharon�Wolf
Levi�&�Janet�Wood
Robert�&�Patricia�Wood
WPS�Resources�Foundation�Inc.
Tom�&�Ann�Yuill

Chris�Zapf
Robert�Zeinemann
Gisela�Zelenka-Drysdale�&�
��Douglas�Drysdale

$25 - $49
Alec�Albee
Janet�Anderson
Rebecca�Anderson
Kendra�Axness
Janet�&�J.P.�Balding
Karen�Banaszak
Karen�Bassler�&�Daniel
���Mortensen
Janet�Beach-Hanson
Stephen�&�Trudy�Bernsten
Allon�Bostwick
Randy�Boyle�&�Donna�Wilcox
Gary�Britton
Stefanie�Brouwer
David�Butler
Dave�&�Jean�Callewaert
Conrad�&�Margaret�Campbell
Donald�&�Mary�Carlson
Dave�Clutter
Jean�Crawford
Richard�Damro
Door�County�Land�Trust
Donald�&�Pauline�Dorsan
Douglas�Stewart�Company
Read�Eldred
Jim�Elleson
Beth�&�Mike�English
Victoria�Erhart
Charles�Erickson
Edwin�&�Donna�Lou�Fattes
Don�Ferber
Donald�&�Nancy�Field
Michael�Finney
Anne�Forbes�&�Jim�Lorman
Friends�of�the�Madison�School�
���Forest
Lynn�&�Evan�Fry
Ellen�Fuchsteiner
Cindy�Gaskill
Sheldon�Gendelman
Violet�Gertsch
Barbara�Gilmore
Kimberly�Gleffe
Al�Goldstein
Robert�&�Phyllis�Gottschalk
Susan�Gould
Laura�Guyer
Anne�Habel
Don�Hammes
Julie�Hankes
Carol�Harding
Kendall�&�Jessica�Harrison
Dale�&�Karen�Haymann
Jill�Hewitt
Steven�Hiles
Les�&�Sue�Hill
Ralph�&�Mildred�Hovind
James�Howard
George�&�Cheryl�Howe
Terrie�Howe
Evelyn�Howell
Milton�&�Ruth�Huber
Christopher�Hughes

John�Jenkins
Derek�Johnson
Paul�Kaarakka
Ira�Kastenberg
Bill�Kehl
Renee�Kivikko
Eugene�O.�Klawitter
Allan�Klein
Thomas�Knapp
Mary�Koos
Rich�&�Barb�Kuss
Rebecca�Lane
Jerry�&�Barbara�Larson
Chuck�&�Dolly�Ledin
Charles�Lemke
Bruce�Lindgren�&�Patricia�Nelson-�
���Lindgren
Lorton�Data
RW�&�JP�Lottridge
Madison�Environmental�Group,�Inc.
Richard�Magyar�&�Lyria�J.�Palas
A.�Bela�&�Julie�Maroti
Mike�McCabe�&�Marilyn�Feil
Robert�McDermot
Ellen�McKenzie
Rick�McMonagle
George�Meyer
Bruce�Moffat
James�L.�Molloy
Marsha�&�Joseph�Mose
Beatrice�Musolf
Robert�&�Kathleen�Nehm
Paul�&�Diane�Neimann
Bryan�Nelson�&�Joan�Holliday
Margaret�&�Daniel�O’Leary
Erin�Oliver
Tina�Ottman
Kristen�Parrott�&�Cavan�Fang
Curt�Pawlisch
Gerald�&�Carol�Petersen
Don�&�Denise�Peterson
Lisa�&�Greg�Plotz
Kathy�Powell�&�Stephen�Griswold
Trygve�Rhude�&�Jill�Kieslich-�
���Rhude
Steve�Richter
Katy�&�Scott�Richter
Wayne�&�Toni�Rick
David�&�Dawn�Rieckmann
Leon�Riemer
Harriet�Riley
Joan�Rohan
Kurt�C.�&�Deanna�Joy�Rolle
Perry�Rossa
Karen�&�Henry�Roth
William�H.�Rudolph
Carol�Saffioti-Hughes
Otto�&�Kay�Scharpf
Barrett�Scherff
Mary�Schlaefer
Walter�Schlafke
Gloria�Schley
Willa�Schmidt
Norbert�&�Ruth�Schmitz
Maurita�Schnoor
Chuck�&�Bonnie�Schuknecht
Jo�Ellen�Seiser
Anne�Selness
Steve�Seyfert
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Gary�Sherman
Deb�Sielski
Thomas�Slocum
Rebecca�Smith
Neal�&�Diane�Smith
Howard�Stacey
Robert�Stanley
Mary�&�Harold�Stitgen
Doug�Stone
Eric�Strickler
Margaret�&�George�Tanner
Steve�Thaler
Linda�Thomaschefsky
Patricia�Timm�&�Cliff�Stern
Allen�&�Rosemary�Toussaint
Dan�Trainer
Dave�Tremble�&�Lynn�Breunig
Jim�Uhrinak
Rebecca�Van�Lieshout
Barbara�&�Joe�Vass
Gerald�Vigdal
Verne�&�Laverne�Vollrath
Diane�&�Gerald�Wachdorf
Neal�&�Aileen�Weber
Rosemary�Wehnes
Nancy�Welch
James�&�Sally�Whiffen
Kate�Wipperman
Noah�Wollenburg
Richard�&�Joyce�Zacharias
Barbara�Zellmer�&�
��Michael�Heffernan
Roy�&�Kathleen�Ziegler
Judy�Ziewacz

UNDER $25
Charlotte�Adelman
Robert�&�Patricia�Albrightson
Brenda�Allen-Johnson
Albert�&�Laurie�Asch
Linda�Beranek
Catharine�Beverly
Bradley�Carl
Donald�&�Joann�Clemens
Deb�Congdon
Howard�Czoschke
Cheryl�Eikland
Mark�Engelhardt
Ron�Ford
Lowell�Freedlund
Fred�Freeman
Amanda�Fuller
Mark�Giese
Matthew�Groshek
Rebecca�Grossberg
Elizabeth�&�Jost�Hermand
William�Hester
Paul�Hoff
Beverly�Hoppe
Yvonne�Huebner
Bob�Hunt
Wayne�Jenson
Jeff�Kelling
Ed�Kleckner
Geralynn�Leannah
L.�Ward�Lyles
William�Maki
Gordon�Malaise
Kathleen�Markon

Joe�Mathers
Robert�&�Karen�McCallister
James�&�Julia�Millard
William�Moore
Peter�&�Helen�Muto
Charles�&�Evelyn�Payson
Donna�Peterson
Richard�Preissner
John�Race
Nicholas�Rahn
Rock�River�Soap�Co.
Max�&�Betty�Rosenbaum
Joseph�Scharf
June�Schmaal
Dan�&�Karen�Schmahl
Frank�&�Jennie�Schumacher
Thomas�&�Mary�Skinner
David�Sperling
Cathy�Techtmann
Sandra�Toomey
Chris�Valcheff
Lawrence�&�Adrian�Van�Veghel
Robert�Vosen
Damian�Vraniak
Alice�Waldo
Don�&�Jeris�Waldvogel
Wegner�LLP
Donald�Wichert
Sharyn�Wisniewski
Brock�Woods�
Christopher�Young 

AUCTION DONORS 2004 
�000�Friends�of�WI
Applied�Ecological�Services
American�Players�Theater
Arbor�House,�John�&�Cathie�Imes
Darrell�Bazzell
Blacksmith�Inn,�Bryan�Nelson�&
���Joan�Holliday
Steve�Born
Budget�Bicycle�Center
Cargo�Café
Clay�Bay�Pottery
Community�Pharmacy
Cupacoco
Eagle�Optics
Eye�Level�Framing
Flagstad�Flower�Shop
Scott�Hassett
Chuck�Haubrich
International�Crane�Foundation,
���George�Archibald
Johnson�Outdoors
Ken�Saiki�Design,�Inc.
Darcy�Kind
Lucy�Klug
Renay�Leone
Lloyd�Pottery,�Steve�&�Becky�Lloyd
MadCat�Pet�Supplies
Madison�Children’s�Museum
McKay�Nursery
The�Meanwell�Family
Daniel�Mortensen
Northwoods�Land�Trust
Orange�Tree�Imports
Orchids�by�the�Ackers
Overture�Center�for�the�Arts
Ozaukee�Washington�Land�Trust

Pacific�Cycles
Panache�Interiors,�Tanya�Clutter
Bill�Pielsticker
Pinehurst�Inn,�Nancy�&�Steve
���Sandstrom
Tracy�&�John�Porter
Radio�Flyer
Renee�Glass�Factory
Rock�River�Soap�Company
Rutabaga
South�Nest�Retreat,�Nancy�Rafal
Trish�Stocking�&�Jonathan�Ela
Turtle�Ridge�Studio�Gallery
John�Urban�
Vermont�Valley�Community�Farm
Washington�Hotel
Wisconsin�Athletics
XMI
Joan�&�Peter�Ziegler

AUCTION DONORS 2005�
Agrecol
Anonymous
Applied�Ecological�Services
Arbor�House,�John�&�Cathie�Imes
Karen�Bassler
Darrell�Bazzell
Capitol�Kids
Cargo�Café
Eagle�Optics
Fontana
Pam�Foster�Felt
Gil�Gribb
Chuck�Haubrich
Ice�Age�Park�&�Trail�Foundation
Johnson�Outdoors
Bud�Jordahl
JTaylor’s,�John�Taylor
The�Knitting�Tree
Steve�Kozar
Lakeside�Fibers�
Renay�Leone
Lloyd�Pottery,�Becky�Lloyd
Machinery�Row�Bicycles
The�Meanwell�Family
Minocqua�Winter�Park,��
���Llona�&�Dan�Clausen
Daniel�Mortensen
Orange�Tree�Imports
Overture�Center�for�the�Arts
Pacific�Cycle�
The�Perfect�Knot
Bill�Pielsticker
Tracy�&�John�Porter
Radio�Flyer
REI
Renee�Glass�Factory
Judy�Rickard
Rutabaga,�Darren�Bush
Dick�&�Laurel�Steffes
Stan�Temple
Token�Creek�Balloons
Trek�Bicycles
Susan�Vandewalle
Vermont�Valley�Community�Farm
Washington�Hotel
Wisconsin�Athletics
wisconsinmade.com
Joan�&�Peter�Ziegler
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Straight Lake State Park 
Residents�and�visitors�of�Wisconsin�now�have�a�second�State�Park�to�enjoy�in�
Polk�County,�thanks�to�two�years�of�negotiations�led�by�the�West�Wisconsin�Land�
Trust.�Straight�Lake�State�Park�and�Wildlife�Area�was�dedicated�on�April��9,��005.�
The��,780-acre�property�is�located�three�miles�northeast�of�Luck�and�includes�a�
�07-acre�wild�lake,�with�no�lakeshore�development.�Other�natural�features�include�
nearly�800�acres�of�old�growth�forest�and�rare�geologic�formations.�This�purchase�
was�made�possible�by�the�Knowles-Nelson�Stewardship�Fund.

“Brunkow�Hardwoods�Corporation�cared�for�the�property�for�more�than��0�years.�The�
owners�had�higher�offers�from�bigger�loggers�and�developers,�but�they�chose�to�
stick�this�out�with�us,”�said�Rick�Gauger,�WWLT�Executive�Director.

Thanks�to�the�efforts�of�everyone�
involved,�thousands�of�Wisconsin�
residents�and�visitors�will�now�enjoy�
the�unique�natural�beauty�of�Straight�
Lake�State�Park�and�Wilderness�Area�
for�years�to�come.

The Thomas Barn 
In�a�rural�corner�of�southwestern�Wisconsin,�the�Driftless�Area�Land�Conservancy�
obtained�a�conservation�and�historic�preservation�easement�for�a�magnificent,�
historic�stone�barn�and��80�acres�of�quality�farmland.�

The�Thomas�family�farm�dates�back�to�the�mid-�860s.�The�large�stone�barn�was�built�
to�hold�enough�hay�to�feed�a�herd�of�cattle�over�the�winter.�The�most�impressive�aspect�
of�this�barn�is�the�variety�of�arches�used�in�the�
construction�of�the�doors,�louvers,�and�windows.�����

As� in�many�rural �areas,� increasing� �
development�pressure�from�neighboring�
communities� threatened� the� fa rm.� �
The�Thomas�family�worried�that�their�farm�
would�be�subdivided�and�lost�in�the�wave�
of�urban�sprawl.�After�much�discussion,�they�
signed�an�agreement�with�the�Driftless�Area�
Land�Conservancy�to�save�the�barn�and�sur-
rounding�land.�The�Thomas�family�land�and����

Straight�Lake�State�Park�and�Wilderness�Area,�
photo�by�West�Wisconsin�Land�Trust

Harold�Thomas’�farm�was�protected�with�the�help�of�the�Knowles-Nelson�Stewardship�Fund
photo�by�Harlen�Persinger

conservation�success�stories�made�possible������������



Gathering Waters Conservancy is governed by an active and 
committed Board of Directors from across the state:   

Darrell Bazzell, Madison
Julie Gallagher, Hartland 

Joy Stieglitz Gottschalk, Madison 
Shawn Graff, West Bend 

Art Harrington, Milwaukee 
Charles Haubrich, Racine – Treasurer 

Harold C. “Bud” Jordahl, Madison/Richland Center – Past-President
Thomas “Tuck” Mallery, Mosinee 

Howard Mead, Madison/Arena 
Bryan Pierce, Eagle River 

Lew Posekany, Madison – Vice-President 
Rudy Rasin, Chicago, IL/Lake Geneva 

Patricia Stocking, Madison/Door County 
Joan R. Ziegler, West Bend –President 

and run by a dedicated and talented staff:
 

Vicki Elkin, Executive Director 
Dana Chabot, Administrator 

Karen Bassler, Program Director
Pam Foster Felt, Program Coordinator 

Althea Dotzour, Outreach and Policy Coordinator 
Julia Solomon, Program Coordinator 

Sara DeKok, Membership Coordinator 
Liz Walsh, Office Manager 

Conor Moran, Law Student Intern 

Our mission is to help the people and communities of Wisconsin protect their land 
and water resources by strengthening the state’s land trust movement. As a statewide 
coalition and service center for Wisconsin’s growing land trust community, Gathering 
Waters’ goals are to increase the professionalism and build the capacity of the state’s 
private, non-profit conservation organizations through technical assistance, training 
and continuing education. 

barn is a unique place where both our natural 
and cultural heritage will be preserved in 
perpetuity. They will forever be protected and 
preserved to remind us of our rural beginnings 
and our cultural heritage. 

City of Mequon promotes  
smart growth
The City of Mequon has an ambitious plan to 
preserve about 2,000 acres of its remaining  
agricultural land and open space that lies 
outside its sewer service area. To help reach 
their goal, the City teamed up with the 
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust to create a 
Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program. 
A TDR program is designed to allow rural 
landowners to sell their development rights to 
their property to a developer, who then would 
be able to transfer those development rights to 
an area more suitable for development. Under 
Mequon’s TDR ordinance, property owners who 
sell their development rights are required to 
keep their land as open space forever.  

Shawn Graff, Executive Director of the Ozaukee 
Washington Land Trust says, “TDR can tie farm-
land and open space conservation to growth 
management, downtown revitalization and 
infrastructure efficiency by directing growth to 
appropriate locations within a municipality.”  

Mequon Mayor Christine Nuernberg agrees. 
She says,“The beauty of the TDR program is 
that it is a tool that will save the land in perpetu-
ity, and the cost of this whole process is borne 
by development, not by the taxpayers. We have 
working farms and we have beautiful woods and 
streams and we want to keep them”. 

Gathering Waters Conservancy 
Land Trust & Conservation  
Organization Members 

Balsam Branch Partnership 
Baraboo Range Preservation Association 
Bayfield Regional Conservancy 
Caledonia Conservancy 
Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation 
Chippewa County Land Conservancy 
Corlands 
Couderay Waters Regional Land Trust 
Deer Lake Conservancy 
Door County Land Trust 
Driftless Area Land Conservancy 
Faye Carney Gehl Conservation Foundation 
Friends of Pheasant Branch 
Friends of Rowan Creek 
Geneva Lake Conservancy 
Glacial Lakes Conservancy 
Green Lake Conservancy Foundation 
Half Moon Lake Conservancy 
Ice Age Park & Trail Foundation 
Jefferson County Land Trust 
Kenosha/Racine Land Trust 
Kinnickinnic River Land Trust 
Lakeland Conservancy 
Land Trust of Walworth County 
Last Wilderness Conservation 
     Association 
Lauderdale Lakes Conservancy 
Lauderdale Lakes Improvement Assoc. 
Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve 
Madison Audubon Society 
Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy 
Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
Muskego Lakes Conservancy 
Natural Heritage Land Trust 
Natural Resources Foundation of 
     Wisconsin, Inc. 
North Central Conservancy Trust 
Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust 
Northwoods Land Trust, Inc. 
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust 
River Alliance of Wisconsin 
River Revitalization Foundation 
Riverland Conservancy 
Standing Cedars Community Land
     Conservancy 
Star Prairie Land Preservation Trust 
Tall Pines Conservancy 
The Nature Conservancy 
The Prairie Enthusiasts 
The Ridges Sanctuary, Inc. 
Town of Dunn 
Twin Lakes Conservancy 
Waukesha Land Conservancy 
West Wisconsin Land Trust 
Wisconsin Metro Audubon Society 
Wisconsin Wetlands Association 

by the Stewardship Fund and the hard work of land trust members.
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