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from the executive director

One Million Acres.

That'swhatwe at Gathering Waters Conservancy hope
to see protected in the next decade: a million acres
of economically, ecologically and culturally significant
lands in which the beauty and health of Wisconsin
are rooted.

One millions acres is a lot, but when we empower
communities, land trusts, and landowners with the
knowledge and tools to protect the places that
make Wisconsin special, this goal is within reach. We are talking about lasting
conservation through private, voluntary action. It's ambitious, and it's achievable.

Why so ambitious?

In our recent fiscal year, Gathering Waters Conservancy revisited our own
strategic plan, as we do every three years. We asked ourselves what long-term
vision will the next three years of our work serve?

When Gathering Waters was founded, we were charged to deliver technical
know-how to help build land trusts in the state. Almost 15 years later, that network
of organizations is robust and busy. In nearly every community in Wisconsin,
landowners can turn to an active land trust for help protecting important places.
In the last twelve months...

West Wisconsin Land Trust celebrated its 20th birthday
Natural Heritage Land Trust marked acre number 5,000
Mississippi Valley Conservancy protected more than 3000 acres in 2007 alone...

There are more than 50 land trusts in the state, and they can all boast progress
last year. If Gathering Waters' mission was only to see a vigorous land trust
community working in Wisconsin, our job would be done.

But our mission is to help land trusts, landowners and communities protect the
land most special to Wisconsin. Besides those successes, we all know places
that matter to our families and our communities that we'd like our grandchildren
to know, too.

The land trust community has grown past needing just technical advice. They
are the land protection experts, and they deserve a champion. We can keep
public policy working with them. We can introduce them to new resources.
We can stay abreast of national trends and increasingly complicated models for
land protection.

We are ambitious because we are excited by the momentum of Wisconsin land
trusts. Our vision of a million protected acres honors the land trusts’ potential.
Their potential inspires us to aim high.

July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008
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What we mean when we say a million acres

Amillion acres. It's a rallying cry and a symbol more than a precise figure. A mosaic of agencies,
organizations, programs and landowners already protects a rich portfolio of some of Wisconsin’s
most important lands. At Gathering Waters we work to support a movement that is focused on
providing communities and landowners with land protection choices. The energy and power of
this voluntary movement make it hard not to think big. Here's why:

. "amillion Wisconsin Land Trusts
In a few decades, a modest grassroots movement of neighbors passionate about the future of
acres Of treasured lands surged to become more than 50 organizations permanently protecting over
200,000 acres. Imagine what Wisconsin land trusts can do with more money and expanded

economlca”_YI support. We imagine that every day.

eCOIOgica”y We keep working to make land trusts stronger. Last year we delivered knowledge to land
trusts on the phone, in person and through statewide, regional and national conferences.

and CUItura”y We began two regional initiatives to bolster land trusts’ effectiveness by seeding
. .fo collaborations among land trusts and other community institutions—municipalities, civic
S’Qn'flcant organizations and business leadership. We laid plans for expanding the profile of private

lands in which
The Stewardship Fund

the beauty | |
The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund has already helped set aside 500,000 acres of
and health valuable natural and agricultural lands. You'll read in pages ahead about our Stewardship

success last year and how we are continuing to invest in the future of the state's premiere

Of WisconSin land conservation program.

land conservation in Wisconsin's media.

are rooted.”  \Wisconsin's Working Lands

There are more than 77,000 family farms on 15.6 million acres in Wisconsin. We have 16
million acres of forest. We envision a state with public funding enabling voluntary efforts
to safeguard the wealth we have in our working lands. Read on and you'll learn how we are
preparing the ground for a statewide Purchase of Development Rights program.

Unexplored Opportunities

National, even international attention is trained now on the vast resources of the Great
Lakes. The economics of energy are accelerating agriculture into unexplored markets.
Solutions to global warming are indelibly connected to the health of our lands. As the use
of the lands that sustain us grows more complicated, the tools we use to steward them
necessarily become more intricate as well. We're determined to equip Wisconsin’s land
trusts and landowners to harness these opportunities and more.

Symbolic or not, the moment the millionth acre deal is closed, we at Gathering Waters, and
| suspect you, too, will celebrate and look ahead for the land conservation we all have yet
to accomplish.
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“Gathering Waters
looks out for the
big-picture issues
(like Stewardship),
and engages us
strategically, so that
we can concentrate
on our local work
but also participate
in the broader
issues that have a
big impact on us.”

Jim Welsh, Executive Director,
Natural Heritage Land Trust

July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008

In Fiscal Year 2008, Gathering Waters
made land trusts stronger by:

Providing free and low cost direct services. Our staff met
one-on-one with organizations across the state, delivering expertise,
facilitating strategic planning and guiding organizational assessments for
land trusts preparing for accreditation. We met with Green Lake Conservancy
Foundation, Kinnickinnic River Land Trust, Glacial Lakes Conservancy,

Natural Heritage Land Trust, Bayfield Regional Conservancy, the Drumlin
Area Land Trust, and the Northwoods Land Trust. On the phone and through
cyber-space we fielded questions and researched answers for many more.

Spearheading regional collaborations

reat lake
to raise the profile of land trusts and land conservation in 9

- gatherings

regional economic planning. Working with the land trust

——

members of the Lake Michigan Shorelands Alliance we

laid the foundation for four Great Lake Gatherings: open

forums this fall designed to seed partnerships among land trusts, corporate
citizens and community leaders that will protect local conservation priorities.
Elsewhere, in partnership with Clean Wisconsin and the Madison Community
Foundation, we catalyzed the creation of a powerful coalition proposing long-
term, coordinated solutions to problems facing the Yahara River watershed.

Convening our annual statewide land trust retreat,
an unmatched peer-to-peer learning opportunity for land trust staff and
board members.

Educating attorneys about conservation gifts in estate planning, land
trusts about sound financial management practices and tax assessors about
evaluating conservation easements. We presented to conferences of the
EcoTourism Society and Associations of National Tree Farmers, Financial
Planners, Woodland Owners and the Wisconsin Lakes Association about the
valuable partners they have in land trusts.

Introducing land trusts to local landowners. Landowners called
our office—more than one a week—asking about saving family lands. We
delivered basic information about private land conservation and referred
them to the land trusts working in their neighborhood.

Shining a spotlight on conservation heroes at our Conservation
Leadership Awards Celebration. We also hosted tours of Stewardship-
protected properties and featured land trust success and the Stewardship
Fund in articles in Wisconsin Trails, Wisconsin People and Ideas and Madison
Originals magazines.

Advocating for public policy that encourages lasting conservation:
Gathering Waters ran a resoundingly successful campaign to see the
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund reauthorized and increased by 40%.
We've since trained our sights on protection of working lands.



Last fall we announced a Wisconsin land conservation triumph.
Through months of phone calls, letters and action alerts,
Gathering Waters Conservancy and our partners, The Nature
Conservancy and land trusts statewide, marshalled a surge
of support from all corners of the state to see the Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Fund reauthorized and increased in the
state budget.

Despite some of the most contentious negotiations in
Wisconsin's history, the Stewardship Fund rose above the fray
to emerge a winner in a budget fraught with compromises
and cuts.

The increased Stewardship Fund marks a victory for everyone
who values Wisconsin's natural heritage. Gathering Waters'
efforts revealed to lawmakers how deeply rooted support for
land conservation is among their constituents. In one week,
we helped generate 1,800 calls from citizens to legislators.
100 articles,
18 editorials and dozens of opinion columns in newspapers

Stewardship supporters wrote more than

across the state.

Stewardship’s reauthorization also marks a watershed in
Gathering Waters' history. We have long been advocates
for public policies that encourage land conservation, and
we've come to the Stewardship Fund's defense in the past.
This campaign rallied the conservation convictions of
Wisconsinites of all political stripes and cemented our

Ice Age Trail, Lodi Segment ® Photo courtesy of Eric Sherman

stewardship’s sucess

reputation as a non-partisan, solution-oriented advocate
for Wisconsin's natural heritage. Gathering Waters and our
partners were at the table in the eleventh hour in this budget
fight. Our success guaranteed that we will be there again.

We are still championing private land conservation as the rule-
making process for the new Stewardship Fund is underway.
The legislature increased Stewardship’s funding with a
mandate that the DNR define rules to maximize public access
on lands that Stewardship money helps protect. Gathering
Waters and several land trust partners are on the committee
informing DNR leadership: we're working to help make sure
that land forever protected can be enjoyed in all the ways
Wisconsin citizens use our great outdoors.

Our Stewardship success is paying dividends we didn't
expect: Gathering Waters' stature in the policy arena
has attracted national support for Wisconsin farmland
preservation (as you'll read on the next page). Nationally,
other land trust service centers are turning to Gathering
Waters as a model for conservation advocacy. We at
Gathering Waters are expanding our own understanding
of what it means to be a land trust service center. In pursuit
of our mission to help people protect Wisconsin's special
places, we will wield the strong reputation we've earned at
the capitol to keep land conservation woven into the fabric
of Wisconsin public policies.
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working for working lands July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008

Gathering Waters Two years ago a group of land use leaders, chaired by Secretary
. . ., of Agriculture Rod Nilsestuen, announced a set of policy
can dellver Wisconsin’'s recommendations for the benefit of Wisconsin's working farms and

forests. The Working Lands Steering Committee concluded, among

powerful grassroots

other things, that a state-wide Purchase of Development Rights, or

network O-f Iand “PDR"” program—one that would give landowners an option to work
i with land trusts and sell conservation easements on working lands—
conservation would help keep Wisconsin economically and ecologically healthy.
Supporters and Gathering Waters Conservancy was proud to have a seat on that
Steering Committee and we're proud now to be leading the
our reSPeCted, movement to see its recommendations come to life.
Solutlon_or’ented This spring, Gathering Waters entered into a partnership with
. the American Farmland Trust (AFT), an organization dedicated to
presenCe n the protecting the nation’s agricultural resources. Together we plan to

. advance the Working Lands Recommendations for Wisconsin. In
pUbI’C arena. early June, Gathering Waters and AFT announced the Campaign
for Wisconsin's Farm and Forest Lands and spent the summer laying
groundwork for a legislative campaign to see the recommendations

included in next year's state budget.

To this effort, AFT brings core funding and their extensive knowledge
of how other states’ programs work. Gathering Waters can deliver
Wisconsin's powerful grassroots network of land conservation
supporters and our respected, solution-oriented presence in the
public arena.

By any measure, the vitality of our state depends on the vitality of
rural lands. Wisconsin is losing farmland at a disturbing rate—about
30,000 acres a year—faster than any other state in the Midwest. As
is true in many places, the best farmland is being lost first. Our 16
million acres of forestland are being fragmented and pulled out of
production by subdivision. Well-planned development underlies our
local economies, and we want Wisconsin to thrive. But, the facts point
toward an unavoidable conclusion that working lands are essential to
Wisconsin's growth and they need a champion.

Gathering Waters has long believed that Wisconsin farmers should
have the option of a statewide PDR program. Such a program would
be driven by voluntary decisions and designed to let landowners,
land trusts and communities leverage private, local support with
state dollars. A PDR program could be the backbone of efforts to
strengthen one of our state’s most important industries and help
families keep irreplaceable lands available for farming.

Asyou enjoy thisyears'harvest, keep the land andlaborthat produced
it in mind and stay tuned. As our new fiscal year progresses, you'll
hear more about this exciting work.

Photo courtesy of USDA
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fi§ca| year.2008
financials

FY 2008 Income $695,332

41% Individuals,
Families & Businesses

7% Events

O,
49% Grants 2% Other

1% Investments

FY 2008 Expenses $709,104

22% Administration
& Membership Development

28% Technical Assistance
& Program Development

20% Education & Outreach

7% Policy &

23% Stewardship Fund Campaign Government Relations

operating deficit: $13,772

June 30, 2008 June 30, 2007
ASSETS
Cash and investments $428,467 $555,627
Unconditional promises to give 409,681 164,024
Other 11,410 12,499
Total assets 849,558 732,150
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities
Accounts payable 13,394 8,569
Accrued payroll and expenses 10,438 23,941
Total liabilities 23,832 32,510
Net Assets
Unrestricted 418,587 432,679
Temporarily restricted 407,139 266,961
Total net assets 825,726 699,640

Total liabilities and net assets $849,558 $732,150




$500-$999

American Transmission
Company

Brynn Bemis

J. Michael Borden

Burmester Charitable Trust

Fran & Paul Burton

Dana & Patricia Chabot

Sherren Clark

Laurence Compton

Cricket Design Works/
Dairyland Dare

Dale Druckrey

Vicki Elkin & Mike Ivey

Barb & Don Frank

Elizabeth Frautschi

Philip & Melissa Gelatt

Randy Giefer

Tim Jacobson

Amy Kaster

Charles & Carolyn Mowbray

Jeff Patterson

Gary Radloff

Trish Stocking & Jonathan Ela

Michael & Molly Strigel

Gerald Viste

Anthony J. & Linda Warren

Bill White & Kathie Nichols

i

Mitchell Glenn e Photo courtesy Green Lake Conservancy Foun

R. Douglas & Sharon Ziegler

B. C. & Liz Ziegler Il

$250-$499

Janet C. Balding

Jon & Metta Belisle

Judi Benade & Bill Grogan

Bill & Katherine Biersach

Tom Boelter

Jack & Marian Bolz

Steve Books

Cheryl & Mark Brickman

Michael Briselli & Jeannee
Sacken

Anne Brouwer

James Burgess

Elaine Burke

Dave Clutter

Jim & Nancy Curtes

Derse Foundation, Inc

Herman Felstehausen

D.J. & Mary Clare Freeman

Eugenie S. & Robert G
Friedman

Lori Grant

Bob Gurda & Betty Craig

John Hagenah

Henry Hart

Allen Hermansen

James Hess

Mark & Peggy Huber
Terrence Knudsen

Stephen Koermer
Margaret A. Kohring

Roma Lenehan

John & Cynthia Lhost

Bob & Kathy Martini

Emily McKay

Jon Moffatt

Duncan & Beth Moss

Earl & Eleanor Munson
Angie Nash

Christine & Rob Nuernberg
Bryan & Gail Pierce

Bob Retko

Frederick Rikkers

Gene & Jean Roark

Keith Rodli & Katherine Grant
George & Jeanette Rogers
Ron Rosner

Tim & Jill Schmidt

John & Fawn Shillinglaw
Jeff Smith & Kathy O'Connor
Trygve & Tula Solberg
Nancy Stoebig

Marilyn & Marc Thwaits
Jack & Nancy Westman
Levi & Janet Wood

$100-$249

Helen Adelt

Tenny Albert & Candace
Weber

Kristin & David Alexander

Norm Anderson

Thomas Anderson

Jim Arts & Helene Nelson

Judith Ashford

Nancy Aten & Daniel Collins

David & Eileen Baldus

Jake & Kristin Barnes

Karen Bassler & Daniel
Moretnesen

James & Carol Baumgart

Jeanne Behrend

Wendy Bemis

Gretchen & Ronald Benjamin

Andrew Bent

Beth Bier

Peter Biermeier

Linda Bochert

Virginia & T. Michael Bolger

Thank you to the individuals and organizations that made contributions to our Stewardship Campaign in the 2008 fiscal year.
All contributors are recognized in dark brown.

Land Legacy Society
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Cricket & Phil Redman

Mark Redsten

Kristen Rhode

Trygve Rhude & Jill
Kieslich-Rhude

Margaret & Morrie Rhude

William S. & Sara Rice

Harriet Riley

Coreen Ripp Fallat

Senator Fred & Nancy Risser

James & Jane Roeber

Mark & Dana Roffers

Joan Rohan

Gary Rohde

Andrea Rolich

Robert & Nancy Rudd

William H. Rudolph

Janine Rueter

Denise Runde

Clyde & Janet Samsel

Mark Saunders

Suzanne & Ron Schalig

Otto & Kay Scharpf

Barrett Scherff

Walter & Mary Lou Schlafke

Willa Schmidt & Kim Genich

Dean & Orange Schroeder

Bill & Ann Schultheis

Dean & Elaine Schultzbank

Ron Schwartzlow

Garth & Karen Scott

Marion Seibel

Jennifer, Dave, Gina, & Jeff
Sereno

Penelope & Gary Shackelford

John & Jen Shank

Tom Shepherd

Brent Sittlow

Sam Skemp, Sr.

Marilyn & David Slautterback

Rebecca Smith

William D. Smith

Mowry Smith Il

Julia & Chris Solomon

Paul & Cindy Spetz

Kathleen Standen & Jim Nahas

Judy Stark

Edward Steigerwaldt

Richard Steininger

Doug Stone

Roseann Strigel & Len Flournoy

Nancy Sugden & Robert
Newbery

Thomas Swaney

Karl & Lisa Talcott

Margaret & George Tanner

Donald & Joanna Thompson

Ray Tierney

Elizabeth Trainer

Dave Tremble & Lynn Breunig

Stuart Utley

Thomas Uttech

Peter Vanbeek

Mr. Ron Vantine

Paul Vastag

Paul Wagner & Cindy Schlosser

Wendy Walcott

Liz Walsh & David Gilroy

Bob & Dawn Weber

Allison & Dan Werner

James & Sally Whiffen

Norm Whitford

Thomas & Mary Jo Widener

Roger & Kristi Williams

Tom & Susan Winter

Sharyn Wisniewski

Jeffrey Wittrock

Cynthia & Scott Wochos

Bob & Judith Wright

Jonathan Zellmer

Tom & Karen Zilavy

$25-$49

David & Kathy Adam

William Adamski

Charlotte Adelman

Loraine & William Adkins

Alec Albee

Don & Celeste Aldrich

Larry & Marilyn Anderson

Jamie Annear-Feyrer &
Christopher Feyrer

Deane & Edith Arny

Ted Ashby

Karen Banaszak

Lynn Barnhouse

Jon Becker

James Bennett

Stephen & Trudy Bernsten

Fred Blake

Stefanie Brouwer

Carl & Patricia Brust

Donald & Carol Buckman

Dick & Kim Cates

Eleanor Cautley

Sharlotte Coller

Alan Colvin

Howard Czoschke

Richard Damro

Eddee Daniel & Lynn Kapitan

Sandy DeWalt

Julie Dolinky

Cynthia Eagon

Susan Earley

Julianna Ebert & Frank Daily

Jack Edson

Thomas Eggert

Jim Elleson

Marcia & Paul Engen

James & Shirley Evrard

Jay Fernholz

Michael Finney

Merle & Virginia Follstad

Mark Foreman

Lucille Foster

Mike Foy

Jessica Fusek

Sharon & Warren Gaskill

Sheldon Gendelman

Kimberly Gleffe

Jocelyn Gretz

Stan Gruszynski

Kay & Clay Hahn

Drew Hanson & Stephanie
Kaufman

Gustav & Renate Hauser

Brian Heikenen

Peter Herman

Elizabeth & Jost Hermand

Les & Sue Hill

Kolby Hirth

Beverly Hoppe

Raymond Hubley

Diane Hughes

George Jacklin

Dave Jenkins

Wayne & Phebe Jenson

Amy Johnson

Lenore Juvan

Paul Kaarakka

Dan Kaemmerer

Lois Kaplan

Bill Kehl

Carolyn Kenney-Carter

Georgann & Dennis Kilbane

Sarah Kimball

Joann Kindt & Mary Ellen
McKenzie

Allan Klein

Jim & Kay Koneazny

Mary Anne Koos

George Kraft

Harold Kreitz

Jerome Krings

Holly Kuusinen

Sara Kwitek

Jack Ladinsky

Steve Lambert

Amy & Michael Lanphear

Christine Larson

Susan Lehnhardt

Laurel & Eric Lein

Charles Lemke

Thomas Lyon

Tod Maclay

Madison Environmental
Group, Inc.

Laurie Maloney

A. Bela & Julie Maroti

Nichelle & Paul Martin

Mark & Sue Martin

Andrew Mattson

Rosemary McCarthy

Richard Merrill

James & Julia Millard

Sally Mode

Lisa Mueller

Carol Muratore

John & Debbie Murphy

Beatrice Musolf

Robert & Kathleen Nehm

Margaret Nelson

Dick & Shirley Newsome

Corina Norrbom

Travis & Marcy Olson

Barbara Ostrowski

Amy Overby

Curt Pawlisch & Robin
Carlson

Don & Denise Peterson

Lois Pick

Thomas Portle

Kathy Powell & Stephen
Griswold

Dennis Prusik

Alice & Jalam Punwar

Steve Rankin

Vance Rayburn

Meta Reigel

Steve Richter

Leon Riemer

Jean Romback-Bartels

Faith Russell

Jeff & Linda Russell

Justin Sargent

Daniel Schniebel

Michael J. Schill

Mary & Harold Schlais

June Schmaal

Chuck & Bonnie Schuknecht

Jo Seiser

Mark Shahan & Laura Brown

Sandra Shane-Dubow &
Richard Hay

Gary Sherman

Dennis & Veronica Simon

Margaret Smith

Bill & Elva Spetz

Steve Steinhoff

Dave Stetter

Jen & Bruce Stewart

Paul Stone

Steve Thaler

Allen & Rosemary Toussaint

Steve Straudt

David Ullrich

Karen Upper

Chris Valcheff

Matthew Veldran

John Vette

Claudia Vlisides

Verne & Laverne Vollrath

Andrea Wagoner & Roger
Ruggeri

Mary & Glenn Welles

Bill & Shirley Whitlock

Richard Wiegand

Ken & Barbara Wiesner

Patrick & Bobbie Wilson

Kate & Matthew Wipperman

Rick Wirch

Mary & John Witt

Carla Wright

Kim Wright

Richard & Joyce Zacharias
Charlotte Zieve

Karen Zweizig

Under $25
Anonymous

Brenda Allen-Johnson
Catharine Beverly

Vera & Ross Boone
Jospeh Brunette
Robert Bueckers
Nancy Burke

Bill Bussey

Jack Carlson

Breanne Chase

Harold L. Clark
Elizabeth Day

Susan Dragieff

Richard Eager

Basil Edgette, IlI

Shari Eggleson

Clem Engen

Joanne Eveland
Michael Flynn

Gary & Darlene Foat
Lowell Freedlund

Don Gabower

Michael Gay

David Gebauer

Mark Giese

Rachel Goodell

Karen Greaton

William Hester

Robert Hildebrand
Dale & Sandy Hoffmann
Heidi Hopkins
Deborah Jacobs

Frank Kinateder

David Kopitzke
Chrales Korger
Douglas & Susan Kowalski
Rod Kreunen
Hildegard Kuse

Adam LaFave

Richard LaVigne

Roger Lawyer

Joe Lievois

Edward Mackus
Richard Magyar & Lyria J. Palas
Joe Mathers

Peter & Helen Muto

B. Peteranetz

Nicholas Rahn

Arthur Redmond

Kurt C. & Deanna Joy Rolle
Tim Ryan

Joseph Scharf

Frank & Jennie Schumacher
Mathilda V. Schwalbach
Margie Shore

Judy Siegfried
Margaret Slusser
Winifred & Charles Spring
Clifford E. Stoner
Rodney Truttman

Peter Viater

Robert Vosen

Don & Jeris Waldvogel
David Wallner

Charles Webster
Charles Workman




Foundations &

Other Grantmaking

Organizations

Argosy Foundation

Brico Fund

John C. Bock Foundation

The Conservation Fund

The Joyce Foundation

Madison Community
Foundation

McKnight Foundation

Sub-Zero Foundation, Inc.

Veridian Foundation

West Bend Mutual Community
Foundation

Wisconsin DNR

2007 Awards

Celebration Corporate &
Organizational Sponsors

Lead Sponsors

American Transmission
Company

Forest County Potawatomi
Community Foundation

Benefactors

Godfrey & Kahn

Quarles & Brady

We Energies

West Bend Mutual Insurance
Company

Partners

Axley Brynelson, LLP

Good for Business

Harley-Davidson Motor
Company

Kramer Printing

Madison Gas & Electric

Mead & Hunt

The Nature Conservancy-
Wisconsin

Vandewalle and Associates

Wheeler, Van Sickle &
Anderson

Contributors

1000 Friends Of Wisconsin

Blufflands Alliance

Cricket Design Works

Door County Land Trust

Ice Age Park & Trail
Foundation

Law Offices of Christenson
& Allex

M&I Bank

Mississippi Valley Conservancy

Montgomery Associates,
Resource Solutions

River Alliance of Wisconsin

Stafford Rosenbaum

University of Wisconsin-
Arboretum

Wegner LLP, CPAs &
Consultants

Wisconsin Wetlands Association

2007 Auction Donors

Agrecol

Darrell Bazzell

Blacksmith Inn on the Shore

Bohemian Bauble

Peter & Joy Dohr

Eagle Optics

The Fischer Family

Pam Foster Felt

Fromagination

Jennifer Hassrick Photography

The Kitchen Gallery

Daniel Mortensen

Orvis

Thomas Pawlacyk,
Whitetail Lounge

Bill Pielsticker

Bryan Pierce

Radio Flyer

REI

A Stone's Throw

Sundance 608 Cinemas

Vortex

Dan Wisniewski

2008 Land Legacy
Gathering Corporate &
Organizational Sponsors

Partners
Plum Creek Foundation
State Bank of Cross Plains

Contributors

Alliant Energy Foundation
Clark Forestry, Inc.
Johnson Outdoors

2008 Staff

Retreat Corporate &

Organizational Sponsors

Hosts

Wal-mart

Wisconsin DNR

Partners

Dairyland Power Cooperative

Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual
Adoration

Contributors
Johns, Flaherty & Collins, S.C.

In-Kind Contributors
Johanna Allex

Cricket Design Works
Godfrey & Kahn

Vickie Hall

Brenda Haskins

Jack Kussmaul

Mequon Nature Preserve
Reindl Printing
Wollersheim Winery

“Gathering Waters
Conservancy is the
fulcrum for land
conservation in
Wisconsin. They
have built a notably
effective land trust
community in that
state and initiated
collaborative
programs that
are setting the
standard for other
land trust service
centers around
the country. They
are one of the key
engines of strategic
land conservation
in the Midwest and
an essential ally
of the Land Trust
Alliance’s work
regionally and
nationally.”

Erin Heskett,
Midwest Program Director
for the Land Trust Alliance

Thank you to the individuals and organizations that made contributions to our Stewardship Campaign

in the 2008 fiscal year. All contributors are recognized in dark brown.

contributors

Land Trust and Conservation
Organization Members
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Wisconsin land trusts help kids discover
their own backyards, offer businesses
opportunities to participate in local

conservation, partner with municipalities
to work conservation into comprehensive
plans, and more.

We often explain that at Gathering Waters
Conservancy, we work to make land trusts
community institutions as valued as local libraries.
"Community institutions” do a good deal more
than help individual landowners achieve lasting
conservation of their own property. Wisconsin land
trusts help kids discover their own backyards, offer
businesses opportunities to participate in local
conservation, partner with municipalities to work
conservation into comprehensive plans, and more.

In 2007 the Kinnickinnic River Land Trust (KRLT) sent

a brochure to schools statewide describing their
rain garden project. Their mission to work with the
community to protect the natural resources and
scenic beauty of the Kinnickinnic River Watershed
led them into the River Falls Schools where they

and nearly 750 students, teachers and volunteers
built rain gardens beneath school downspouts.
Those 750 people know now, if they didn't before,
the important connection between storm water
runoff and river water quality. They also know now
the resource they have in their land trust.

This year Gathering Waters helped KRLT conduct an
organizational assessment—an exercise to help
them identify actions that will make them stronger
still, and a requirement of application for national
accreditation. KRLT is currently under review for
accreditation by the Land Trust Accreditation
Commission. We're proud of our association

with the creative community institutions that are
Wisconsin's land trusts. Read more inside about
how we equip them for more great work to come.



