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Board of Directors
Rita Hayen  •  President, River Hills

Eric Schumann  •  Treasurer, Racine

Terry Hatch  •  Secretary, Mahomet, IL

Christopher Hughes  •  Past President, Madison

Bill Berry  •  Stevens Point

Jeff Crawford  •  Milwaukee

Kristine Euclide  •  Madison

Nelson French  •  Duluth, MN

Kimberly Gleffe  •  Milwaukee

Randall Lawton  •  De Pere

Thomas Mitchell  •  Madison

Tia Nelson  •  Madison

Ben Niemann  •  Hayward

Rebecca Smith  •  Middleton

Roy Thilly  •  Baileys Harbor

Staff
Michael Strigel  •  Executive Director

Mike Carlson  •  Government Relations Director

Dana Chabot  •  Financial Manager

Sara DeKok  •  Associate Director & Member  
         Relations Director

Mindy Petersen  •  Operations Coordinator

Kate Zurlo-Cuva  •  Land Trust Program Director

Matt Reetz  •  Land Trust Program Coordinator

Becky Reich  •  Intern

Land Trust Council
Dan Burke  •  Door County Land Trust

Bob Fitzwilliam  •  West Wisconsin Land Trust

Kimberly Gleffe  •  River Revitalization Foundation

Bryan Pierce  •  Northwoods Land Trust

Jo Seiser  •  North Central Conservancy Trust

Jim Welsh  •  Natural Heritage Land Trust

What is it that makes you smile when you think about Wisconsin?

Is it a memory of walking with your family on a Northwoods 
trail, biking through rolling farms and meadows on a rail-to-
trail, or hunting or fishing on a crisp morning?

Is it listening to the joyful laughter of kids as they explore a 
Driftless prairie? Perhaps it is the sound of the wood thrush or 
loon, in a remote woodland area, as their calls echo through 
the trees and over the water?

Thanks to your support and passion for creative, private 
conservation, land trusts throughout Wisconsin are helping to 
transform their communities, enrich the daily lives of people, 
and provide new partnerships with other community groups. 

Your support of Gathering Waters is helping lead the way– 
to demonstrate conservation’s relevance to more people; to 
conserve land and water for families and our local economies. 

You are helping us provide land trusts with the tools required 
to strategically and effectively protect more land and build 
strong connections not only to the land, but to the people 
and institutions, the traditions and values, and the rhythms 
that define a community. 

When these connections are made an acre becomes a preserve, a ritual space, a playground, a 
favorite hunting spot or fishing hole, a place to come together or get away. These connections 
are an important measure of success, and are critical to ensuring that our protection efforts 
are lasting. 

Thank you for your passion for private, local conservation. It is because of your support that we 
can ensure that people of all ages, and all walks of life, can celebrate their unique connection 
to the land for generations.

Rita Hayen, President 

Michael Strigel, Executive Director

Gathering Waters Conservancy
211 S. Paterson St., Suite 270
Madison, WI 53703
www.gatheringwaters.org
608.251.9131

Rita Hayen 
President

Michael Strigel 
Executive Director

Working Together to 
Conserve Wisconsin
From the President & Executive Director
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Sowing Seeds:
The Impact of Your Support

When GWC was 
established there  

were 12 land trusts 
in Wisconsin. 

With your support 
we’ve grown that 

number to over 50.

Nearly Every Community in Wisconsin Has Access to Private Land Protection Assistance:

The Quality of Wisconsin Land 
Protection is Growing: 

The Quantity of Special Places Protected 
Across Wisconsin is Expanding: 

In the last year and a half alone we’ve 
provided training, coaching, and 

mentoring to 750 land trust staff and 
board members, and reached many 

others through additional means.

When Gathering Waters Conservancy was established in 1994, there were only a 
handful of land trusts working in disparate parts of the state and countless Wisconsin 
communities were seeking support to help them protect the special places they 
love. In 18 short years, the seeds that you have sown through your support of 
Gathering Waters Conservancy have yielded significant results. These strides would 

not have been possible without each and every one of you. Thank you!

The Places You Love Are Being Protected Forever:

Some of Wisconsin’s most beloved destinations have been 
protected through the work of Wisconsin land trusts.

• The orchards of Bayfield and Door County
• Northwoods shoreline and cross-country ski trails
• Bike trails and green space in urban Milwaukee
• Land adjacent to Wisconsin’s favorite state parks: Devil’s Lake  
  State Park in the Baraboo Hills, Governor Dodge State Park in  
  the Driftless area, and others.
• Island getaways: portions of Madeline Island in the Apostle 
  Islands and Washington Island off the tip of Door County
• Wisconsin’s own national scenic trail: the Ice Age Trail
• Valuable farmland throughout the state

We hope you’ll continue to help us make a lasting impact 
in the lives of people across Wisconsin by continuing your 

support of Gathering Waters Conservancy.

land trusts land trusts

Since GWC began tracking land trust 
protection data in 2004, the number of 

acres protected by Wisconsin land trusts 
has grown from 130,000 to nearly 300,000 – 
that’s almost 5 times the aggregate area of 

Wisconsin state parks.

1994 TODAY

12 50

130,000

2004 2012

300,000

growing stronger

together

Photo by Rob Weiner
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Building a Love of the Land, 
Organizational Strength, and a Future

We’re Here to Help

Land trusts asked for our help, and we listened. Our 
Land Trust Excellence & Advancement Program 
(LEAP), launched in partnership with the Land Trust 
Alliance in 2011, builds on our tradition and assists land 
trusts in their efforts, more sustainable and effective 
conservation organizations. With your support, we’re 
helping land trusts leap forward to better serve their 
communities; protect cherished farms, forests, and 
open spaces; and enrich the lives of people with parks, 
trails, and access to clean water. 

Since launching this program we’ve:

• Coached 750 land trust staff and board members 
through trainings, workshops, one-on-one assistance, 
and virtual learning opportunities.

• Helped increase the number of nationally accredited 
land trusts in Wisconsin from one to six (while also 
helping several more in process); a remarkable 
achievement and a tribute to those land trusts who 
tackled the task with good humor and determination. 

• Launched a peer mentoring program that matches 
land trust staff and board members with similar 
experience from Wisconsin and Michigan to learn 
from one another. 

• Provided a variety of customized, intensive, one-on-
one capacity building services to 32% of Wisconsin 
land trusts.

• Provided direct grants to land trusts to help them 
hire their first staff, improve outreach techniques to 
the community, or apply for accreditation.

• Provided direct assistance to nearly every land trust 
in Wisconsin – that’s 50+organizations working in 
communities across the state. 

To all of the land trust staff, board members, volunteers 
and supporters who work to conserve the special 
places in your communities for future generations 

– thank you! We’re honored to help strengthen your 
work, to listen to the needs of your community, to 
provide the tools and the roadmap, and to connect 
you to new friends and supporters along the way. 

Sources
1. Martha Irvine, “Young People Not So ‘Green’ After 
All,“ Seattle Times, 15 March 2012 (http://seattletimes.
com/html/localnews/2017752919_apusnotsogreen.
html). To download the full study http://www.apa.org/
pubs/journals/releases/psp-ofp-twenge.pdf

2. N. Well and K. Liekis. 2006. Cornell University study; 
The Cornell researchers used a sample of more 
than 2,000 adults, ages 18 to 90, who were living in 
urban areas throughout the country and answered 
telephone questions about their early childhood 
nature experiences and their current adult attitudes 
and behaviors relating to the environment. See http://
www.news.cornell.edu/stories/March06/wild.nature.
play.ssl.html

Caring for the land and Wisconsin’s kids 

Things may not be what they seem. 

After 40 years of environmental education in many of our country’s schools, kids are 
loving nature as never before, right? Sadly, today’s youth are actually less interested in 
the environment and conserving resources than previous generations1. 

In fact, for adults to care about the land, they need regular contact with nature before 
the age of twelve2.

With support from Gathering Waters Conservancy, land trusts throughout the state 
are mobilizing to ensure that there will be generations of kids that continue to share a  
deep passion for the land as adults. One inspiring example of these efforts comes  
from the Caledonia Conservancy.

Dirty sneakers, bright futures

Started in 2009, the Caledonia Conservancy’s School to Nature program 
works with students to explore the natural world through field trips to the 
Conservancy’s preserved lands located throughout the Village of Caledonia in 
southeastern Wisconsin – a corner of the state known for its dense population 
and development pressures.

In its short existence, the program has welcomed over 2,400 children from area 
schools, and utilizes the Wisconsin DNR’s Project Learning Tree curriculum. Many 
of the kids had not been in the “wilds” of nature before.

“Land trusts have a short and long-term role to play in combating the national 
trend of childhood apathy toward the environment and conservation,” says 
Sandy DeWalt, vice president of Caledonia Conservancy and current chairperson 
of the School to Nature Program committee.

Starting small, and growing

To accommodate a program like this, as well as maintain an active land protection 
program, you might expect Caledonia Conservancy to be a multi-staff operation. 

But what you’ll discover is that this land-trust-that-could has been all-volunteer 
led for most of its existence, hiring its first part-time staff person this year. 

“The services that we received from Gathering Waters Conservancy have been 
invaluable to our growth and capacity,” says Suzi Zierten, Caledonia Conservancy’s 
new executive director. “We discovered that we could accomplish more 
conservation work once our “house was in order,” and programs like our School 
to Nature program wouldn’t be what they are today without that assistance.”

For one young, recent program participant, it’s less of a technical issue. In his 
enthusiastic words, “Thank you for the awesome time. I learned so many things 
like what a Jack in the Pulpit was. I had a lot of fun because I don’t go out in the 
woods often. Thank you for helping us.”

This coming year, with your support, Gathering Waters Conservancy will be able to assist 
additional land trusts to build their capacity. In addition to the support they receive from 
GWC, Caledonia Conservancy’s School to Nature Program is made possible through 
the support of the Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network, the Racine Community 
Foundation, and Racine Junior League.

strengthening

land trusts
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“Thank you for showing us the habitats. I liked the bugs and the 
critters. The water and the woods were my favorite. I would love 
to go there again.” – School to Nature program participant

$15,000 +
John C. Bock Foundation
Forest County Potawatomi Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

$5,000 - $14,999
Alliant Energy Foundation
Duluth Superior Area  

Community Foundation
Wisconsin Coastal Management Program*

$1,000 - $4,999
Alice Godfrey
Arthur Harrington*
R. D. and Linda Peters Foundation, Inc.
Plum Creek Foundation
Eric & Jane Schumann*

Under $1,000
Darrell Bazzell*
Bill Berry & Nick Schultz
Joy & Rob Gottschalk*
Christopher Hughes*
Ellen Kwiatkowski & Eric Carlson
Dan Wilkening*

*These gifts represent a portion of a larger, 
multi-year pledge.

Thank you for supporting our work 
to strengthen Wisconsin’s land trusts 
through direct assistance, trainings, 
and outreach.

Many of these kids’ love of learning and enthusiasm for being outside dramatically 
increases with field trips to these land trust properties. It’s a special program that is 
reaching a community of kids who may not have other opportunities to explore nature.”  
– Jill Baranowksi, retired teacher and School to Nature Program volunteer

Photos by Roy Bohn
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Thanks to the assistance from Gathering Waters Conservancy, 
Caledonia Conservancy has increased its capacity to introduce 
more local kids to the magic of the outdoors and strengthen 
connections to nature through its School to Nature program.
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Conserving local farms and our heritage

“We wanted to be proactive and take responsibility for this land.”

That was the sentiment expressed by John and Dorothy Priske, farmers who have lived on, 
and farmed, their land1 in Columbia County for nearly 30 years. To accomplish their goals 
of conservation, the Priskes worked with their local land trust, the Natural Heritage Land 
Trust, which provides conservation assistance in Dane County and the surrounding region.

But even just a few years ago, the Priskes, as well as 15 other farmers in Wisconsin would 
not have been able to conserve their farm like this because there wasn’t a state farmland 
protection program. 

Working lands working for their communities

As with other farmland protection programs across the country, Wisconsin’s Purchase 
of Conservation Easements (PACE) program allows farmers to receive funding for 
conserving their land while still retaining ownership and management decisions. The 
land continues to stay on the tax rolls as well, and farmers are free to sell, bequeath, 
lease, and transfer the land, subject to the conservation agreement. 

In addition to the PACE program, funding for this project was also provided by the USDA 
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program, The Conservation Fund, and the members 
of Natural Heritage Land Trust. PACE-funded land protection projects are intended to 
be anchors in areas that have been designated locally for farmland protection.

The Priskes are one such anchor, known throughout the community for their commitment 
to farming and sustainability.

Community anchors preserving local foods

According to Caleb Pourchot, Natural Heritage Land Trust’s conservation 
specialist, “Continuous improvement in the health of their land is a passion for 
the Priskes. Each new conservation practice they incorporate on the farm led 
them to another.

“After restoring wetlands, controlling runoff from the farm, leaving some pastures 
ungrazed to benefit nesting grassland birds, and installing a 50-kilowatt wind 
turbine that powers the entire farm, deciding to work with the local land trust 
to place a conservation easement on the farm to protect it in perpetuity was a 
logical next step.”

Farmland and our farming economy are central to many Wisconsin communi-
ties. Gathering Waters Conservancy, working with land trusts, the business com-
munity, agricultural organizations and farmers, and countless individuals, con-
tinues to work to enhance and grow the state’s farmland protection program.

During a challenging State budget cycle, your financial support of and 
participation in trainings, advocacy work, and educational programs will be 
very important in the coming year as we work to breathe new life into this  
farm-friendly program that serves Wisconsin’s agricultural heritage and 
economy. Together, one farm at a time, we’re bringing local food and our  
farm economy closer to long-term sustainability. 

1. John and Dorothy Priske own and operate Fountain Prairie Farms, a 277-acre grass-based 
farm in Columbia County where they raise Scottish Highland cattle. Known throughout the 
region for their quality meat, the Priskes are fixtures at the Dane County Farmers’ Market and 
also sell their meats to local restaurants. For a complete listing of restaurants where their beef 
is served, please visit www.fountainprairie.com.

Advocating for Clean Water, Special 
Community Places, and Local Foods

“Gathering Waters’ work 
in leading our collective 
efforts to secure funding 
for our state’s farmers 
through the Working Lands 
Initiative–the source of the 
PACE funding–were vital. 
Without their capacity to be 
the voice of the land trust 
community, this program 
may never have passed.” 

–Jim Welsh, executive 

director of Natural Heritage 

Land Trust.

a voice for private and local

conservation
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A special thank you to the organizations and 
foundations that have gone above and beyond 
to support our mission.

Bayfield Regional Conservancy
Brico Fund
The Conservation Fund
Door County Land Trust
The Joyce Foundation
Kettle Moraine Land Trust
The Nature Conservancy
Northwoods Land Trust
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust
Partnering for Progress

Moving Wisconsin Conservation Forward

Our natural and working lands and fresh water 
resources are at the heart of Wisconsin’s economic, 
environmental, and cultural health. A priority of 
Gathering Waters Conservancy is to promote public 
policies that benefit and encourage the protection of 
these resources that make Wisconsin such a wonderful 
place to live, work, and play.

Our work is paying off. With your support, in the past 
year we:

• Connected land trust leaders with their state 
and federal elected officials for face-to-face 
opportunities to communicate your local 
conservation priorities.

• Helped increase the number of accredited land 
trusts in Wisconsin from one to five; a remarkable 
achievement and a tribute to those land trusts who 
tackled the task with good humor and determination. 

• Advocated for a strong Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program – a landmark Wisconsin program that has 
funded the protection of many of the places most 
beloved by Wisconsinites. 

• Partnered closely with groups like The Nature 
Conservancy and the Land Trust Alliance to 
advocate for national legislation that makes it 
easier for Wisconsin landowners and farmers to 
conserve the lands that benefit their communities 
while keeping them on the tax rolls. 

• Worked with land trusts throughout the Great Lakes 
region to advocate for clean water and Great Lakes 
restoration legislation. 

You are the engine behind these successes. Elected 
officials in Madison and Washington, D.C. only take 
notice of our conservation priorities when they know 
their constituents care. Thank you.

But our work is never done. As communities evolve 
and new leaders take office, we’ll continue to need 
your help as we work to communicate our community 
and conservation values to policy makers. 

“ Farmland protection is about taking 
care of Wisconsin’s most valuable 
resource–the soil. Farm families realize 
that protecting the soil insures future 
jobs, food, and security-things that make 
Wisconsin strong now and in the future. 
Gathering Waters, land trusts, and others 
fighting for farmland protection are true 
leaders in the field!”

–John Koepke, farmer from Waukesha 

County, DATCP Board Member, and Town 

of Oconomowoc Town Board member
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Farms like the Priske’s have been 
protected across Wisconsin with 
support from their local land 
trust and Wisconsin’s farmland 
protection program – a program 
fought for by Gathering Waters 
Conservancy and our partners.

Pictured top left: Jim Welsh 
and Caleb Pourchot of Natural 
Heritage Land Trust with Dorothy 
and John Priske.



Baird Creek Preservation Foundation
Baraboo Range Preservation Association
Bayfield Regional Conservancy
Caledonia Conservancy
Cedar Lakes Conservation Foundation
Chippewa County Land Conservancy
Couderay Waters Regional Land Trust
The Conservation Fund
Deer Lake Conservancy
Driftless Area Land Conservancy
Friends of Pheasant Branch
Geneva Lake Conservancy
Glacial Lakes Conservancy
Green Lake Conservancy
Green-Rock Audubon Society
Half Moon Lake Conservancy
Ice Age Trail Alliance
Kenosha/Racine Land Trust
Kettle Moraine Land Trust
Kinnickinnic River Land Trust
Lakeland Conservancy
Land Trust Network
Last Wilderness Conservation Association
Madeline Island Wilderness Preserve
Madison Audubon Society
Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy
Mississippi Valley Conservancy
Muskego Lakes Land Conservancy
Natural Heritage Land Trust
North Central Conservancy Trust
Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust
Northwoods Land Trust
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust
The Prairie Enthusiasts
The Ridges Sanctuary
River Revitalization Foundation
Riverland Conservancy
Standing Cedars Community Land Conservancy
Star Prairie Land Preservation Trust
Tall Pines Conservancy
Town of Dunn
Waukesha County Land Conservancy
West Wisconsin Land Trust

Land Trust and Conservation
Organization Members
They make it happen – the on-the-ground 
professionals, volunteers, and impassioned 
conservationists working to protect the best of 
Wisconsin. Because of your support of Gathering 
Waters Conservancy, they’re work is accelerated, 
enhanced, and sustainable.

FY 2012 Income $633,449
FY 2012 Expenses $606,204

 fiscal year 2012

financials  contributors

Balance Sheet

Assets
 Cash  $474,185 
 Unconditional promises to give  117,011 
 Prepaid expenses and other  11,320 
 Investments  81,712 

Total Assets  684,228

Less
 Liabilities  33,230
 Restricted net assets  236,486

Unrestricted Net Assets  $414,512 

Revenue and Expenses

Unrestricted Revenue
 Grants and contracts  $387,005
 Contributions from individuals  184,062
 Contributions from land trusts  15,950
 Special events  44,510
 Investment income and other  1,922

Total Unrestricted Revenue  $633,449

Expenses
 Land trust services  $237,683
 Education and outreach  135,176
 Policy and government relations  87,534
 Program development  13,567
 Management and general  48,892
 Development  83,352

Total Expenses  $606,204

FY 2012
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Grants and 
Contracts Contributions 

from Individuals

Contributions 
from Land Trusts

Special 
Events

Investment  
Income and 
Other

Land Trust 
Services

Development

Education  
and Outreach

Program  
Development

Policy and
Government
Relations

Management 
and General

Photo by Paul McMahonA
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 
2

01
2

July 1, 2011– June 30, 2012



 contributors

Balance Sheet

Assets
 Cash  $474,185 
 Unconditional promises to give  117,011 
 Prepaid expenses and other  11,320 
 Investments  81,712 

Total Assets  684,228

Less
 Liabilities  33,230
 Restricted net assets  236,486

Unrestricted Net Assets  $414,512 

Revenue and Expenses

Unrestricted Revenue
 Grants and contracts  $387,005
 Contributions from individuals  184,062
 Contributions from land trusts  15,950
 Special events  44,510
 Investment income and other  1,922

Total Unrestricted Revenue  $633,449

Expenses
 Land trust services  $237,683
 Education and outreach  135,176
 Policy and government relations  87,534
 Program development  13,567
 Management and general  48,892
 Development  83,352

Total Expenses  $606,204
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Land Legacy Society
The Land Legacy Society is a special 
group of benefactors who contrib-
ute an annual gift of $1,000 or more 
to Gathering Waters Conservancy. 
We are grateful for the leadership of 
the following contributors:

$10,000+
Terry & DiAnne Hatch
Eric & Jane Schumann

$5,000 - $9,999
Tom & Carol Ehrsam
Arthur Harrington
John M. Kohler Foundation
Randall Lawton
Lux Foundation
Jean & Walter A. Meanwell

$2,000 - $4,999
Darrell Bazzell
Francis Beidler Charitable Trust
Bill Berry & Nick Schultz
Lyn & Jay Carlson
Debbie & Bob Cervenka
Alice Godfrey
Lawrence Hitch
Wendy McCalvy
Luigi Mumford

$1,000 - $1,999
Anonymous
Adreani Family Foundation
Bill & Katherine Biersach
Charles R. Boardman, M.D.
Anne Bolz
J. Michael Borden
Hugh & Helena Brogan Foundation
Peter & Joy Dohr
John J. Frautschi Family Foundation
Eugenie S. & Robert G. Friedman
Joy & Rob Gottschalk
Rob & Elke Hagge
Charles & Jill Haubrich
Rita Hayen & Walt Boeshaar
Christopher Hughes
Laura & Richard Kracum
Walter E. & Stacy Meanwell
Sven Midelfort
Carrie Lee Nelson
Bill O’Connor & Krista Roys
Arline Paunack
Rudy & Joy Rasin
Glenn Reinl & Sara Krebsbach
George & Jeanette Rogers
Michael & Molly Strigel
E.C. Styberg Foundation, Inc.
Janette Sweasy
Gail & Willi Van Haren
Frank & Mariana Weinhold
Hamill Family Foundation
John & Cindi Woollam

Members
$500+
American Transmission Company
Bay Tek Games Community Trust 

Fund
Ned & Marlene Bixby
Bolz Family Endowment Fund
Brian Butler
Dana & Patricia Chabot
Dale Druckrey Conservation 

Fund of the Natural Resources 
Foundation of WI

Sara & Sean DeKok
Kevin & Joan Evanich
Tim Jacobson
Amy Kaster
Thomas Mitchell
Lewis & Vicki Posekany
G.J. Scholz
Gary Werner & Melanie Lord

$250 - $499
Jack & Marian Bolz
Robert Boucher
Michael Briselli & Jeannee Sacken
Elaine Burke
Sherren Clark
The Terry Devitt and Michael 

Hoffman Family Fund
Lloyd & Patrick Eagan
Tony Earl
Jim Fowler
Thomas A. Fox Charitable Trust
Jerry Frautschi & Pleasant 

Rowland
Brad & Barb Glass
Kimberly Gleffe & Dean Eggert
Dago & Aide Ibarra
Ironwood Foundation, Inc
Michael Jameson
Mary & Charles Kamps
Terrence Knudsen
Roma Lenehan

John & Cynthia Lhost
Mark & Celine Lillie
Mark Lohry
Sally Overholt
Karen Peterson
Bob Retko & Kay Wienke
Jean Romback-Bartels
Rebecca Smith & Rob Peters
Swamplovers
Marilyn & Marc Thwaits
Kine & John Torinus
Gerald Viste
Peter & Lynne Weil
Kate Zurlo-Cuva & Jeremy Kraft

$100 - $249
Anonymous (3)
Betty & Lynn Adelman
Loraine & William Adkins
Todd Ambs
Applied Ecological Services
Aquarius Systems
Jim Arts & Helene Nelson
Sandra & Barry Bast
Jeanne Behrend
Andrew Bent
Gary Berger
Stephen & Trudy Bernsten
Dale Beske & Dorothy Gertsch
Evelyn & Richard Bjorklund
Linda Bochert
Karin Borgh & Bill Christofferson
Jim & Jan Brady
Joan Braune & Tod Highsmith
Edith Brevold
Steven Brezinski
Ed & Lois Brick
John Broihahn
Randall & Andrea Buisker
Quentin & Mary Carpenter
Robert W Chambers
Arlen & Judy Christenson
Joan Christopherson-Schmidt
Harold Clark, Jr.
Jack Connelly & Terri Connelly 

Cronk
Randy & Karen Cooper
Brian & Karen Copp
Megan Correll
William Cronon
Michael, Debora & Libbie 

Dearing
Cal & Ruth Ann DeWitt
Ruth DeYoung Kohler
Isa Dolski
Jason Dorgan
Tom & Bette Drought
Eric Ebersberger & Lisa Rickert
Bill Ebert
Jim Elleson
Gene Farley
Libby & Ralph Farmer
Herman Felstehausen & Geke 

de Vries
Richard & Lois Finch
Christina Finet
Michael Finney
Arthur & Virginia Fish
Carol Fleishauer
David Fodroczi
Charles Foote
Pamela Foster Felt & Tim Felt
Nelson & Marilyn French
Cheryl Furstace Daniels &  

Michael Rosenberg
Catherine Garvens
Al Goldstein
Deborah & Robert Gough
Donald & Karen Grade
Shawn Graff

Lori Grant
Susan & Gerald Greenfield
Robert Greenler
Shirley Griffin
Laura Guyer
Ted Haglund
Emily Hall
Victoria Hall
Barb & Bud Hammes
Joan & Leesley B. Hardy
Richard & Cynthia Hayes
Michael & Nora Hetzner
Rebecca Hildebrandt
Susan & Stan Hoffert
Randy & JoAnn Hoffman
John & Colleen Holmbeck
Jim Holperin
John & Judith Hutchinson
Don & Greta Janssen
Gerald & Marilynn Jensen
Bruce Johnson
Marlen & John Kaiser
Ira Kastenberg & Jeanne Mutchler
James & Katherine Kavemeier
Linda Keefe & Orv Walker
George & Sharon Kerckhove
Renee Kivikko
Debbie & Tim Klebe
Mary Knipper
Robert Koehler
Ben Kollenbroich
The Kruyne Family Foundation
Jack Kussmaul
Ellen Kwiatkowski & Eric Carlson
David & Nancy Ladd
Anita & Mark Langer
Rodell Lea
Richard & Richelle Lehmann
Jim & Kathryn Leide
Madelyn Leopold & Claude 

Kazanski
James & Susan Lundberg
Thomas & Barbara Lyon
Stewart Macaulay
Marcia Mackenzie & Jerry 

Borseth
Darren & Dawn Marsh
Nancy Matthews
Bruce Mayer
Marie McCabe
Lynn McClure
Richard McCoy
Curt Meine
Robert Melzer
Camilla Meyer
Paul & Sonja Micksch
Gene Mitchell & Janis Arnovich
Jon Moffatt
Theresa Morgan & Joseph 

Hansen
Stephen Morton
Earl & Eleanor Munson
John & Debbie Murphy
Mark Murphy
Royse & Barbara Myers
Angie & Steve Nash
National Park Conservation  

Association
Tia Nelson
Joel Nilsestuen
Ryan Nilsestuen & Stephanie 

Mock
Tony & Darlene Nowak
Susan L. Origer
J. Patrick & Kathy O’Toole
Richard Phelps
Bill & Kathy Pielsticker
Bryan & Gail Pierce
Cynthia Pinchard & David 

Grumann

Joe Pleshek
Promega Corporation
Margaret & Morrie Rhude
David & Dawn Rieckmann
Jonathan & Ann Rigden
Marilyn Rinehart
Senator Fred & Nancy Risser
Steve & Ann Robertson
Randy Romanski
Gael & David Romoser
Janine Rueter
Amelia & Walter Rugland
Rhoda Runzheimer
Bernard Saley
Walter & Mary Lou Schlafke
James & Martha Schuh
Judge & Mrs. Russell D. Scott
D. David Sebold
Jim & Karen Severance
John & Jen Shank
Bill & Jacqueline Smith
Richard Smith
Leonard Sobczak
John Sorenson
Paul & Cindy Spetz
David Statz & Denise Wall-Statz
William & Kathleen Staudenmaier
Richard Steininger
John & Ellen Stephenson
Joseph & Jamie Steuer
Roseann Strigel & Len Flournoy
Fred Teitgen & Debra Byars
Roy & Mary Thilly
Elizabeth Trainer
Michael Vahldieck & Julie Horner
Jim & Judy VandenBrook
Peter Vaughan
Steve Ventura & Margaret Krome
John Vette
Martin & Karen Voss
Douglas Wadsworth
Donald Waller
Mareda Weiss & Dorothy 

Klinefelter
Bill Welch & Patti Herman
James Wellman
Rick Welsch
Bill White & Kathie Nichols
Tripp & Nancy Widder
Dan & Carol Wilcox
Jane Wiley & Will Allmandinger
John & Madonna Williams
Sara Wilson
Dan Wisniewski & Frances 

DeGraff
Jeffrey Wittrock
Levi & Janet Wood
Carla Wright
Joan & Peter Ziegler

$50 - $99
Anonymous
Helen Adelt
Alec Albee
Sherryl Andrus & George Scliffet
Jane & James Anklam
Craig Annen
Judith Ashford
Nancy Aten & Daniel Collins
Janet C. Balding
David & Eileen Baldus
Fran Beach
Paul & Sita Benjamin
Robert Benjamin
Paul Bentzen
Ethyle Bloch
Karen Blodgett
Thomas & Linda Blotz
Steve Books
Mark Borchardt & Gwen Stone

Gathering Waters  
Conservancy extends 
our deepest thanks 
to everyone that 
made a contribution 
in our 2012 fiscal year. 
You are our inspira-
tion and the driving 
force that makes 
our work possible. 
Together, we’re pro-
tecting Wisconsin’s 
special places for 
future generations. 

Please know that 
every gift you send 
is valued and directly 
benefits our work, so 
we’ve worked hard to 
ensure the accuracy 
of this list of FY2012 
donors (July 1, 2011–
June 30, 2012).* 
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* If your name has been omitted or misspelled,  
please call us at 608.251.9131.
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In memory of Robert Gottschalk
We’re deeply honored to receive gifts in memory 
of people who believed in our mission. Thank you 
to the friends and family of Robert Gottschalk who 
chose to recognize his longtime commitment to 
Gathering Waters Conservancy and the preservation 
of Wisconsin’s special places with a contribution.

Anonymous (2) 
Jim & Lori Deshaies
William & Heidi Espegren
Mark & Julie Forbes
Donald Humphreys
Lisa & Dave Kintigh

K. R. & Margaret Lukow
Karen Palilla
Doug Schlegel
Monica Slaght
Gail Vendeland

Allon Bostwick
Bob & Jacki Bradham
Scott Brandt
Cheryl & Mark Brickman
Edward Brost
Ann Brummitt
Linda Buchsbaum
Robert Bueckers
A. Peter & Marsha Cannon
Gary Casper
Douglas & Sherry Caves
Robin Chapman & Will Zarwell
Carol Chen & Tim Hacker
Sandi & Dennis Cihlar
Alan Colvin
Jeff Conn
Charles & Pat Cornwell
Jean Crawford
Noel Cutright & Kathleen Redmond
William Czeskleba
Richard & Susan Davidson
Jane Dennis & Bill Brooks
Glenda Denniston
Sandy DeWalt
Kathleen Dickhut & Paul Gobster
Emily Dickmann
Althea & Bryan Dotzour
Wes & Karen Ebert
Ron & Janet Eckstein
Shari & Mark Eggleson
Vicki Elkin & Mike Ivey
Judith Emmett
Clem Engen
David Engleson
Don Ferber
Dessa & James Foote
Anne Forbes & Jim Lorman
Bob Forsberg
Steve & Linda Franz
Scott Froehlke & Traci Peloquin
Michael Frome
Ellyn Fuchsteiner & William Groth
Steve Gaffield
Sheldon and Doran L. Gendelman
Barbara & Donald Gilmore
Charles & Patricia Gohs
Phyllis Gottschalk
Robert & Linda Graebner
Stuart Grimstad
Rebecca Haefner
Kay & Clay Hahn
Alan Haney
Julie & Paul Hankes
Raymond & Elaine Hansen
Brauna Hartzell & Jeff Blakely
Scott Hassett
Terry F. & DiAnne Hatch
Joette Heckenbach
Louise & Michael Heim
Kari Heinrich
Susan & Dirk Herr-Hoyman
Ruth & Joseph Hind, Jr.
Tom & Lynn Hirsch
Judith & Alan Hoffman
Elaine Hoffmann
Madonna & Murray Hostetter
Mary Howick
Bob & Phyllis Hunt
Michael Igoe
Steven Ingham
Frank Iwen
Ann Jablonski
George Jacklin
Andrew & Kristine Jacobson
David & Marjorie Johnson
Marlin Johnson
Dan Kaemmerer
Elizabeth & Peter Kaseman-Wold
Andrew Kellen

John & Julie Kenefick
James & Liesa Kerler
Darcy Kind & Marc Vitale
Joe Kingman
David Kinnamon
Maureen Kinney
Marilyn Klinkner
Mary Jo and Steve Knauf
Mary Ann Kniep
Margaret A. Kohring
Harold & Rita Kreitz
John & Gail Kuech
Douglas Kurtzweil
Lester Laack
Don & Michele Last
William Lawson
Geralyn Leannah
Patricia & Philip Leavenworth
Steve & Julie Leonard
Rodell Ler
Bob & Martha Lewis
Theresa Lins & Joseph Schmidt
David Lonsdorf
Cynthia Loomis
Lorton Data
Norris Love
David & Nancy Ludwig
Barbara Lund
Lisa MacKinnon & Eric Rambo
Bernice C. Maertz
John & Norma Magnuson
Garrick Maine
Christopher & Martina Mann
Richard & Linda Martens
Mark Martin & Sue Foote-Martin
Catherine Mayer
Peter McKeever & Marena Kehl
Howard & Nancy Mead
Jeff Melby
Donald & Lisa Menefee
Ezra Meyer
Senator Mark Miller & Jo  

Oyama-Miller
John & Ann Molinaro
Jan Zimmermann & Rich 

Mortensen
Lucille Muldoon
Charles Munch & Jane Furchgott
John & Nancy Munch
Richard Nelson
Sara Neubauer
Mary Nietzel
Peter & Sanny Oberhauser
Kristen Parrott & Cavan Fang
Kevin Patterson
Tom & Pat Paulson
Wayne & Jacqueline Pauly
Lynn Persson
Peter & Sharon Peshek
William Petersen
Gerald & Carol Petersen
Don & Denise Peterson
Albert & Nancy Pipke
Dennis Presser & Laurie Larson
Ron & Karen Rasmussen
Jane Raymond-Wood & Thomas 

Wood
Mark Redsten
Mark Regan
Rick Remington
Pamela Rich
Steve Richter
Jeffrey Ripp
Edward J. Ritger
Gene & Jean Roark
Barry Rogers
Dorothy Rooney
Jennifer & John Rothstein
Kelda Roys

Robert & Nancy Rudd
Clyde & Janet Samsel
Otto & Kay Scharpf
Sharon Schaver
Willa Schmidt & Kim Genich
Paul & Sherrill Schottler
Truman & Barbara Schultz
Ron Schwartzlow
Don Schwobe & Arla Brunn
Garth & Karen Scott
Mark & Jan Seiler
Jennifer, Dave, Gina & Jeff Sereno
Allison Shaw
Pat & Helen Sheahan
Dave & Gretchen Skoloda
Jeff Smith & Kathy O’Connor
Mowry Smith III
Joan & Michael Spector
Richard & Sue Stadelman
Barbara Stanek
Judith Stark
Dave & Kathleen Stetter
Nancy Sugden & Robert Newbery
Scott Taylor
Mary Rose Teves
Mark & Daria Thomas
Mark Thomas
Donald & Joanna Thompson
Marjie Tomter & Tom Kroeger
Jerome & Norine Trewyn
Sharon Untz
Rosemary & Timothy Uren
Paul Wagner & Cindy Schlosser
William & Sonja Wanamaker
Wegner LLP
Joseph J. Weinzatl
Jim Welsh & Kevin Lee
Michael & Lisa Wenholz
Brian White
Norm Whitford
Sherrie Wiegand
Richard & Joan Wier
Roger & Kristi Williams
Patrick & Bobbie Wilson
Cynthia & Scott Wochos
Robert & Phyllis Wolf
Bur Zeratsky
Suzi Zierten
Mara Zimmerman & John Kessler

Under $50
George Affeldt
David & Kate Allen
Brenda Allen-Johnson
Roger Anclam
Dan Anderson
John Archer
Priscilla Arsove
Jenna Assmus
Sidonia Balke
Bruce Barrett
Mary Beattie
Rich & Katie Beilfuss
Mark & Peggy Beilfuss
Gretchen & Ronald Benjamin
Dr. James Bennett
Paula & William Berg
Fred Blake
Vera & Ross Boone
Stephen Born & Patty Elson
Rich Bostwick
Freya & Jeff Bowen
Mary Brazeau Brown
John & Barbara Brinkman
Stefanie & Onno Brouwer
Donald & Carol Buckman
Amanda Budyak
Edward & Shirley Buxton
Ruth Calden

Sustainers Circle
Thank you to the members of the Sustainers 
Circle who have pledged a planned gift to 
Gathering Waters Conservancy.

Jim Bennett
Dana & Pat Chabot
Dale Druckery*
Eric Forward
Tim Jacobson
Harold “Bud” Jordahl*
Harold Kreitz
Tia Nelson
Michele Parker

* gifts received 

“I felt it was important to make Gathering 
Waters a part of my estate planning, because, 
in doing so, I solidify my connection to 
Wisconsin’s environmental future. In this way,  
I can ensure the longevity of the conservation 
legacy of my father, Earth Day founder 
Gaylord Nelson, who dedicated his life to 
protecting special natural places for this 
and future generations. This is my way 
of honoring him, and the great work of 
Gathering Waters”

–Tia Nelson
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July 1, 2011– June 30, 2012contributors

Tia Nelson
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Denny Caneff
Eleanor Cautley
Ed Claussen
Ian Cliffe & Ellie Martin Cliffe
Dave Clutter & Meredith 

Porembski
Marion & Bonnie Conditt
Deb Congdon
Sharon Cook
Angela Curtes
Howard Czoschke
Eddee Daniel & Lynn Kapitan
David Dawson
Greg Delwiche
Dan Dettman
Vicki Drenning
Jane Edson
Thomas Eggert
James & Patti Ellis
Don Faith III
Hildy Feen
Irene & James Fiala
Patricia Finder-Stone
Bob & Barbara Fisher
Michael Flynn
David & Debra Fohr
Mark Foreman
Judy Fossen
Jay Benkowski & Carla Freeman
Matthew Friedlander
Raymond and Barbara Gahan
Kaye Garcia
Mark Giese
Ron & Darla Giordano
Frank Grenzow
Phillip & Dale Grimm
Stan Gruszynski
Heidi Habeger & Caleb Pourchot
John Hacker
Carol Hale
Don Hammes
Andrew Hanson III
Daniel & Judith Harmon
Roger & Miriam Hatlem
Brian Heikenen
Anne Helsley-Marchbanks
Elizabeth & Jost Hermand
Brad Herrick
Mary Hiebl
Les & Sue Hill
David Hillier
Jim Hlaban
Mike & Janet Hoffer
Susan Hoffman
Dale & Sandy Hofmann
Beverly Hoppe
Donald & Sandra Hulseberg
Integrated Restoration
International Crane Foundation
Deborah Jacobs
Jane Jegerski
Craig Johanesen
Amy & Clayton Johnson
Dave Johnson
Carl Johnson
Amy E. Johnson
Donald Jones
Jordy & Calliope Jordahl
Paul Kaarakka
Lois Kaplan
Bill Kehl
Jeff & Beth Kelling
Mike Kernats
Claudia Kessel
Georgann & Dennis Kilbane

Rebecca Kitchen
Lisa Kivirist & John Ivanko
Leonard Klappauf
Steve Kleiss
Lowell Klessig
Russell Knetzger, AICP
Charles Korger
Douglas & Susan Kowalski
Sandra Kraft
Wayne & Laura Krueger
John Lader
Adam LaFave
Amy & Michael Lanphear
Jerry & Barbara Larson
John and Martha Laubach
RW & JP Lottridge
William G. Lunney & Judie Pfeifer
Tod Maclay
Richard Magyar & Lyria J. Palas
Bill & Karen Maki
Stephen Malisch
Nichelle & Paul Martin
Kathleen & Domenic Martinelli
Mathew Marty & Katherine 

Wiggins
James Matson & Beth Robinson
Sharon Matusinec
Rosemary McCarthy
Marilyn McGoldrick
Michelle McGuire
Scott & Linda Mittnacht
James Mlsna
William Moore
Robert & Kathleen Nehm
Gloria Nelson
Richard & Kathleen Nelson
Sandra Neve
Dick & Shirley Newsome
Wilda Nilsestuen
Eugenie & Ralph Olsen
Travis & Marcy Olson
Roger Packard & David Musolf
Ralph & Virginia Parsons
Curt Pawlisch & Robin Carlson
Lisa & Douglas Pearson
Tom Pecht & Linda Jaworski 

Pecht
Dennis and Rebecca Pelzek
Gaylord Plummer
Russell Podzilni
Darrell & Darlene Pofahl
Rebecca Power
Nicholas Rahn
Raven Software
Meta Reigel
Trygve Rhude & Jill Kieslich-Rhude
Mark and Vicki Roline
Kurt C. Rolle
Barbara Ruh
Faith Russell
Jeff & Linda Russell
Nancy Russell
Alexia Sabor
Suzanne & Ron Schalig
Daniel & Nancy Schiebel
Thomas Schorr
Chuck & Bonnie Schuknecht
Paul Schumacher
Jo Seiser & Thomas Brown
Penelope & Gary Shackelford
Mark Shahan & Laura Brown
David & Sharyn Sheen
Judy Siegfried
Susan Slapnick
Edna & Wenzel Smetana

William D Smith
Roger Sneath
Lawrence Sohn
Robert Stanley
Sherry Steffel
Kerry Stevens
Sherman & Sally Stock
Dani Stolley
Michael Stone
Paul Stone
Margaret & George Tanner
Christine Taylor
Connie Threinen
Allen & Rosemary Toussaint
David Ullrich
Karen & Christen Upper
Andrea Wagoner & Roger Ruggeri
Mary Kay Warner
Dr. Karen Wedde
Andrea Welch
Jack & Nancy Westman
Martinez M. White
Bill & Shirley Whitlock
Thomas & Mary Jo Widener
Ken & Barbara Wiesner
Stephen Wilkinson
Jim & Melissa Williams
Robert Wilson
Rick & Gail Wirch
Wisconsin Energy Conservation 

Corporation
Mary & John Witt
Sharon Wolf
Charles Workman
Mary Young
Richard & Joyce Zacharias
Lucy Zeldenrust
Dr. Charlotte Zieve
Marisue Zillig
Maggie Zoellner
Ned Zuelsdorff

2011 Awards  
Celebration Sponsors 
Lead Sponsors
Alliant Energy Foundation
Forest County Potawatomi 

Foundation
Wisconsin Energy Foundation

Benefactors
American Transmission Company
Godfrey & Kahn 
The Nature Conservancy -  

Wisconsin

Partners
Madison Gas & Electric Foundation

Contributors
1000 Friends of Wisconsin
Community Shares of Wisconsin
Dane County Conservation 

League
Development for Conservation, 

LLC
Integrated Restoration
Kramer Printing
M&I Bank
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust
River Alliance of Wisconsin
Stafford Rosenbaum LLP

Tall Pines Conservancy
The BAM Team, LLC
Wegner, LLP
Wisconsin Wetlands Association
WPPI Energy

Individual Sponsors
Todd Ambs
Darrell Bazzell
Stephen Born & Patty Elson
Joan Christopherson-Schmidt
Jeff & Mary Beth Crawford
William Czeskbleba
Jane Dennis & Bill Brooks
Althea & Bryan Dotzour
Lloyd & Pat Eagan
Herman Felstehausen & Geke 

de Vries
DJ & May Clare Freeman
Martha Frey & John Mason
Sharon & Warren Gaskill
Alice Godfrey
Joy & Rob Gottschalk
Beth Hastings
Christopher Hughes
Hugh Iltis & Sharyn Wisniewski
Darcy Kind & Marc Vitale
Elizabeth & Dave Kluesner
David & Nancy Ladd
Roma Lenehan
John & Cynthia Lhost
James & Susan Lundberg
Bill Lunney & Judie Pfeifer
Marcia Mackenzie & Jerry Borseth
Geoffrey & Eddith Maclay
James Matson & Beth Robinson
Bill & Suzann McClenahan
Terrence & Barbara McCormick
Ben & Sue Niemann
Bill O’Connor & Krista Roys
Mitchell & Sara Olson
Peter & Sharon Peshek
Ron & Chris Ragatz
Ron Rosner & Ronnie Hess
Jeremey Shepherd
Timm & Kara Speerschneider
Dick & Laurel Steffes
Trish Stocking & Jonathan Ela
Michael & Molly Strigel
Jeff Strobel
Mary & Roy Thilly
Marjie Tomter & Tom Kroeger
Jim Welsh & Kevin Lee
Jane Wiley & Will Allmandinger

Silent Auction Donors
43 North
Althea Dotzour Photography
Artesian House Bed & Breakfast
Darrell Bazzell
Boulders Climbing Gym
Blacksmith Inn
Capitol Kids
Community Pharmacy
Peter & Joy Dohr
Gail Ambrosius Chocolatier
Harvest
Rita Hayen
Ice Age Trail Alliance
Indulge Spa
Just Coffee
Madison Children’s Museum
Norseman Plastics Ltd.
Nutzy Mutz and Crazy Catz
The Old Fashioned

On The Creek Fly Shop
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust
The Paddleboard Specialists
Pinehurst Inn
Radio Flyer
Ultimate Spa & Salon
UW Press
William Van Haren
Vortex & Eagle Eye Optics
Wisconsin Historical Society

2012 Land Legacy  
Gathering Sponsors
Lead Sponsors
American Transmission Company
Potawatomi Bingo Casino

Benefactor
MillerCoors 

Partners
Robert W. Baird & Co.
Land Trust Alliance
Stafford Rosenbaum

Contributors
Caledonia Conservancy
Cricket Design Works
CSA Commercial
Door County Land Trust
Milwaukee Downtown Kiwanis 

Club
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust
River Revitalization Foundation
Sadoff Iron & Metal Company
Swamplovers
Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek S.C.

Individual Sponsors
Gary Buerstatte and Anna 

Pepelnjak
Eddee Daniel / Urban Wilderness 

Project
Joy & Rob Gottschalk
Vickie Hall
Marcia Mackenzie & Jerry Borseth
Jeff Martinka
Conor & Molly Moran
Gene & Jean Roark
Michael & Molly Strigel

Gathering Waters 
Conservancy’s mission 
is to help land trusts, 
landowners, and 
communities protect 
the places that make 
Wisconsin special. Our 
goal is to increase the 
amount of protected 
land in Wisconsin 
through private, 
voluntary action.
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 we help people 

 protect the places
  that make  

  Wisconsin special

Are you looking for a great place 
to explore with your family? 

Or an opportunity to volunteer for 
an organization doing valuable work 
in your community? How about a 
fun event where you can meet new 
people in your area, enjoy local foods, 
view local art inspired by nature, or 
learn about the plants and animals 
found in your backyard? 

These sorts of opportunities and 
more can be found on Gathering 
Waters Conservancy’s Parade of 
Preserves site, our on-line home for 
Wisconsin events and opportunities 
that get people outside and enjoying 
the special places in their communities.

To search for events in your area, visit 
www.gatheringwaters.org/parade. 
While you’re there, join our email 
list (sign up at the bottom of the 
page) to receive periodic updates on 
conservation news and events.

Food for the Soul: 

Join the Parade of Preserves

Gathering Waters Conservancy
211 S. Paterson St., Suite 270
Madison, WI 53703

A young conservationist learns about 
the wonders of the forest from 
biologist Marlin Johnson during a 
tour of Nelson’s Woods, a property 
protected by the Waukesha County 
Land Conservancy.


