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You helped break 
new ground
Your support brought people together for 
the first-ever Knowles-Nelson Lobby Day.

In March, more than 175 people who care about 
Wisconsin’s natural places traveled to Madison 
from all over the state to participate in the first-
ever Knowles-Nelson Lobby Day.

This event wouldn’t have been possible without 
generous financial contributions from donors 
like you.

We are so grateful for the outpouring of support.

The day began with a program at the Wisconsin 
Masonic Center. During the opening remarks, 
Governor Tony Evers rallied the group and 
highlighted his proposal to fund the Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Program at $100 million per 
year for the next decade.

He was followed by Rep. Tony Kurtz (R-Wonewoc) 
and Rep. Deb Andraca (D-Whitefish Bay), who 
talked about finding common ground in the 
state budget negotiations and the importance of 
lawmakers hearing from their constituents.
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Prepped and ready, constituents were able to share 
examples of how state funding protects land and 
water and supports trails, parks, and boat launches.
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After lunch, Lobby Day attendees — which 
included a dedicated group of hunters, anglers, 
hikers, bikers, and land trust leaders — took a 
short walk to the State Capitol for meetings with 
their elected officials.

“When lawmakers hear from their constituents, it 
shows them why this funding matters at home,” 
said Charles Carlin, Gathering Waters’ Director of 
Strategic Initiatives. “The impact is powerful!”

In total, there were nearly 100 meetings with 
lawmakers and their staff.

Your Donor Report
Cross Currents

Photo Credit: Nick Wilkes



•	 Support comes from all political affiliations: 
80% of Republican voters, 83% of 
Independents, and 97% of Democrats.

•	 And it doesn’t matter where people live: 96% 
of people who live in cities, 92% who live in 
suburbs, and 84% who live in rural areas want 
the program to continue.

Not surprisingly, protecting Wisconsin’s water 
is a top concern.

That includes:

•	 Protecting drinking water with 92% support.
•	 Ensuring rivers and streams remain clean, 
supported at 89%.

•	 Protecting fish and wildlife habitat at 78%.
•	 Conserving habitat for disappearing 
pollinators like bees and butterflies at 77%.

In addition to clean water, each demographic 
expressed a variety of conservation priorities.

When pollsters asked people to rank their 
concerns in order of importance, they found:

•	 69% of hunters and anglers want to conserve 
land for recreation compared to 58% of non-
sports people.

•	 68% of Republicans and 78% of Independents 
care about planting trees and restoring forests.

•	 93% of Democrats strongly support protecting 
wetlands and pollinator habitat.

These visits provided valuable insights. Some 
attendees heard strong support from their 
elected officials, while others were told that state 
funding for conservation may be in jeopardy. 

“The first-ever Knowles-Nelson Lobby Day exceeded 
our expectations,” said Mike Carlson, Gathering 
Waters’ Executive Director. “We set out to make a 
difference, to rally the conservation community, and 
to speak up with a united voice. And thanks to you, 
our supporters, those goals were accomplished.”

The land trust community and conservation 
partners really care.

Knowles-Nelson Lobby Day was an important 
step forward, but our advocacy work continues 
as lawmakers debate the state budget.

Visit knowlesnelson.org to catch up on the  
latest news.

New polling shows 
strong public support for 
conservation
Protecting Wisconsin’s land, water, and 
wildlife unites people across the state.

There aren’t many issues that 90 percent of 
Wisconsinites can agree on. State funding for land 
protection is one of them.

A recent poll, commissioned in partnership 
with The Nature Conservancy in Wisconsin, was 
conducted by a bipartisan pair of polling firms, 
New Bridge Strategy and FM3 Research.

The results are overwhelmingly positive. 

•	 �93% of Wisconsinites want lawmakers to 
renew state funding for land protection. 

•	 �83% of voters support spending $100 million 
of state funding for land protection each year 
for the next 10 years.
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Even with strong public support, some lawmakers are 
talking about ending state funding for the Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Program. 
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Conservancy and Dane County to protect 
45 acres along Black Earth Creek. Funded 
in part by the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program, a conservation easement 
protects the land and provides public 
access to the creek. To learn more, visit 
bit.ly/gwwolfrun.

The next stop was Salmo Pond, a former 
rock quarry located west of Cross Plains, 
which has been reclaimed as a county 
park. It was the perfect place for Dan Rolfs 
to share his family’s quest to protect 136 
acres just down the road from Salmo Pond, 
which have been in the family for over a 
century. Working with Groundswell, they 
want to protect the land and its bluffs for 
future generations to enjoy. Learn more 
about Salmo Pond at bit.ly/gwsalmo. 

The final destination, Swamplovers’ 
Preserve, celebrated the efforts of three 
friends who purchased 433 acres for 
conservation in 1987 and protected it from 
development. Over the years, they managed 
the remnant prairie and oak savanna and 
restored wetlands before donating the land 
to the IATA in November 2020. 

The sedge meadow gives way to open 
water where waterfowl nest and raise their 
young. Pale purple coneflower, shooting 
star, and prairie smoke dot the restored 
prairie’s native grasses as they ascend 200 
feet through a bur and white oak savanna, 
to reveal dramatic vistas.

Today, the preserve is part of the Table 
Bluff Segment of the Ice Age National 
Scenic Trail. The IATA maintains the trails 
winding through the property. Visit bit.ly/
swamplovers to learn more.

These places are protected and open 
to the public thanks to dedicated 
supporters like you.
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(Continued from page 2)

And perhaps most significantly, a majority of 
voters would have a more favorable opinion of 
their elected officials if they voted to continue 
state funding for conservation.

“The poll confirms Wisconsinites care deeply about 
our shared natural resources,” said Mike Carlson, 
Gathering Waters’ Executive Director. “Your 
support helped gather this data and share it with 
lawmakers who make funding decisions.”

Visit knowlesnelson.org/polling to watch “Behind 
the Polling” and learn more.

Thank you for being part of the land trust 
community. Your support helps create a unified 
message our lawmakers can’t ignore: Knowles-
Nelson matters to Wisconsin’s future.

Field trip strengthens bonds
During the March 2025 Wisconsin Land Trust 
Conference, Gathering Waters partnered with 
Groundswell Conservancy and the Ice Age Trail 
Alliance (IATA) to co-host a field trip in the Black 
Earth Creek valley just west of Madison.

The first stop was Wolf Run Trail, a two-mile trail 
along Black Earth Creek in Mazomanie. 

Fred Wolf’s family partnered with Groundswell 

More people can explore nature because you help 
protect Wisconsin’s land, water, and wildlife. 
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I want to help convince lawmakers to save state funding for land protection!

 Yes! I will help support the effort to convince lawmakers to save state funding for land protection  and support all the work of Gathering Waters. Here’s my best gift of:

 � $35 to help convince lawmakers to save state funding for land protection.

 � $50 to help convince lawmakers to save state funding for land protection.

 � $100 to help convince lawmakers to save state funding for land protection.

 � �Here’s $            to help convince lawmakers to save state funding for land protection.

I am giving:    by check.    by credit card.    by DAF or IRA distribution.    I want to learn more about including GW in my estate plan.

Wisconsin’s land, water, and wildlife face a 
critical threat. 

Some lawmakers want to end funding for the 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program in the 
state budget.

Why? Because they’re upset about losing their 
power to anonymously block conservation 
projects.

The stakes couldn’t be higher.

Wisconsin voters support state funding for 
land protection. They want to see leaders in the 
Legislature and Governor Evers come together 
to renew Knowles-Nelson in the state budget.

Your special gift will help to convince lawmakers 
to save state funding. 

Since the Wisconsin Supreme Court ruling 
in 2024 put the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program back on track, the demand for 
Knowles-Nelson funding has been tremendous.

For the first time in over a decade, Wisconsin 

land trusts have applied for ALL the state grant 
funding available through the program. 

Now, this source of funding is again under threat. 
Some lawmakers want to cut it completely.

Will you send a gift to help convince elected 
officials to save state funding and support all 
the work of Gathering Waters? 

Your support helps inform lawmakers about 
projects using state funding in their districts. 

Will you help with this effort?

Without state funding, Wisconsin’s prairies, 
forests, and wetlands are vulnerable to 
development and could be lost forever. 

Will you help convince 
lawmakers to renew state 
funding for land  
protection? 

Without state funding, less of 
wisconsin’s land and water 

will be protected.

You can help ensure that state funding for land 
protection continues in Wisconsin.
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