Request a free
Wisconsin
Nature Guide!

Identify many common plants,
animals, and other wildlife as you
explore. We'll send you a copy of
the guide in the mail at no cost
when you complete a form at:
bit.ly/NatureGuideRequest

FtHave FunOutcide,

Gathering Waters creates tools like

this to help you enjoy natural places. As a nonprofit
environmental organization, we help people like you learn more
about how to protect and enjoy Wisconsin's special places.

Enter to win YETI prizes!

Did you attend an event? Visit aland trust property
on your own? Let us know about your experience
or share a photo at: bit.ly/GWYETI25

Enter a drawing
for one of five YETI
prizes, including
agrand prize of a
YETI cooler!

Wisconsin's special places
need your voice - Contact
your legislators today

Wisconsin's Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program is how
we protect our land and water. Knowles-Nelson provides
critical funding for land protection, trails, campgrounds,
and more.

PROTECTING LAND & WATER
IN WISCONSIN

For over 30 years, the Stewardship Program has helped land E E
trusts, nonprofits, and local governments safeguard and

enhance the special places we love - from pristine wetlands
and family fishing spots to wildlife habitats and scenic bluffs. E

But funding for Knowles-Nelsonis about to run out unless
legislators renew the programin the next state budget.
Without action, Wisconsin could lose its best source of conservation funding.

Speak up and ask your legislators to champion renewed funding for Knowles-
Nelson. Tell them how land conservation has improved your quality of life and
what your favorite land trust means to you. It only takes a minute and every
voice counts!

Action.KnowlesNelson.org

By requesting a Wisconsin Nature Guide, entering the YETI drawing, or joining Team Knowles Nelson, you give
Gathering Waters permission to contact you in the future with updates.

MEET THE 2025 LAND CONSERVATION
LEADERSHIP AWARD WINNERS

Gathering Waters is pleased to announce the winners of the 2025 Land
Conservation Leadership Awards! Each award winner was nominated based
on their contribution to the conservation community. Gathering Waters will
present the awards to the winners at local events throughout the year.

Terrie Cooper - Harold "Bud" Jordahl Lifetime Achievement Award

As Door County Land Trust's second employee hired in 1999, Terrie
Cooper’s leadership was instrumental in expanding the land trust's
protected areas from 800 acres to over 10,000 acres today. Recently
retired after 25 years, Terrie's conservation knowledge, relationship-
building skills, and unwavering dedication have reshaped the landscape
of Door County and inspired a new generation of conservation leaders.

Cates Family - Land Legacy Award

Richard (Dick) and Kim Cates and their family embody the spirit of
conservation stewardship on their working farmin Spring Green,
Wisconsin. They established a successful grass-fed beef operation

on the Cates family’s property in 1987, following Aldo Leopold’s
conservation ethic, using managed grazing to nurture healthy pasture.
Their land management practices have helped elevate Lowery Creek
from a Class 2 to a Class 1trout stream. The legacy the Cates family has
created on their property demonstrates how sustainable working lands
can support healthy ecosystems.

Jefferson County Land &Water Conservation Department -
Working Lands Preservation Award

The Jefferson County Land and Water Conservation Department
(LWCD) works to achieve intentional growth while maintaining a strong
focus on working lands conservation and sustainable agricultural
practices. The LWCD has successfully protected 1,122 acres of
agricultural land, which will keep 35 lots in agriculture instead of being
split off for development. The LWCD also assists farmers through
numerous conservation initiatives.

David GrusznsKi - Land Trust Professional of the Year

David Grusznski has dedicated 22 years to land conservation during
his career with The Conservation Fund. David has played a big role

in protecting working farmlands and natural areas with a focus on
floodwater management throughout Southeastern Wisconsin. David's
breadth of knowledge inland acquisition, land management, and long-
standing relationships with partners have been crucial to the success
of conservation efforts that are now considered national models for
land conservation.

Sandy DeWalt - Land Trust Volunteer of the Year

Sandy DeWalt lived a lifetime of volunteerism and environmental
education. The Land Trust Volunteer of the Year Award is presented in
memoriam after her passing in 2025. Sandy was a mentor and volunteer
at Caledonia Conservancy for over 30 years, serving as president for

15 years. Sandy helped organize Caledonia Conservancy’s annual Mane
Event, planned monthly work days, and helped create the School to
Nature outdoor education program.

Learn more about the award winners and their impact
on conservation at gatheringwaters.org/awards
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Welcome to 2025 Wisconsin Land Trust
Days, an annual celebration of land pro-
tection featuring events hosted by land
trustsin July, August, and September!

HAVE FUN ouTsIDE

ATTEND AN EVENT
Choose from 49
LAND TRUST DAYS EVENTS
featured inside
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NATURE

YOUR WAY

EXPLORE A SPECIAL PLACE
Visit one of our favorite protected
properties listed at
GatheringWaters.org/Places

Celebrate land trusts and the important work
they do protecting Wisconsin's land, water, and

wildlife. There's something for everyone at the
8th Annual Wisconsin Land Trust Days!

MAKE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE
Find ideas for independent
adventures at
GatheringWaters.org/Adventures
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Find more information about all of the events at HaveFunOutside.org.

Family Day

Geneva Lake Conservancy
Williams Bay, WI

July 3

Visit the conservancy for a presentation,
grab-bags, and a walk at the Helen
Rohner Children’s Fishing Preserve.

Field Trip to Alexander
Oak Savanna

The Prairie Enthusiasts
River Falls, WI

July 9

Discover how fire restores the savanna
and get your burning questions answered.

SPECIAL EVENT!

Monarch Magic! Monarch
Rearing Workshop ($)
Seno K/RLT Conservancy
Burlington, WI

July 10

Soar on over to Seno Woodland Center
to learn about North America’s most
recognized and loved insect: the monarch
butterfly. Craft your own monarch rearing
box in this interactive workshop.

Oconomowoc River
Conservancy Prairie Walk
Tall Pines Conservancy
Merton, WI

July 10

Enjoy an outdoor prairie walk and
expansive views of the park from the
observation deck, then celebrate the
Conservancy’s new outdoor classroom.

Chippewa River Paddle ($)
Lankmark Conservancy

Eau Claire, WI

July 11

Paddle the Chippewa River and learn
about conservation efforts that are
keeping this waterway healthy. Kayaks,
canoes, paddles, and life vests provided.

Bat Ecology Cave Tours
Mississippi Valley Conservancy
Wauzeka, WI

July 12

Hear about the beneficial role of bats
and the importance of protecting their
native habitats on a guided cave tour at
Kickapoo Caverns.

Owils: Designed for Darkness
Cedar Lakes Conservation
Foundation

West Bend, WI

July 12

Discover the special night hunting
adaptations of owls and gain insights
into their natural history.

Explore Monarchs at Price Park
Conservancy

Kettle Moraine Land Trust
Elkhorn, WI

July 12

Learn about monarch butterflies
with Kettle Moraine Land Trust and
Walworth County Parks.

Gile Flowage Paddle
Northwoods Land Trust
Gile, WI

July 13

Paddle the Gile Flowage while discussing
ecology and geology along the way.

Badertscher Preserve
Restoration Tour

The Prairie Enthusiasts
Muskego, WI

July 13

Join a guided tour at Badertscher
Preserve highlighting restoration
progress in oak savanna, fen habitats,
and beautifully reconstructed prairies.

Wildflower Walk ($)

Glacial Lakes Conservancy

Tisch Mills, WI

July 19

Hear from Naturalist Matt Welter about
wildflowers, their folklore, uses, and
habitat insights on a guided hike at
Hunner Preserve.

Estabrook Falls Fish Passage Hike
Restoring Lands

Glendale, WI

July 19

Join Restoring Lands, MMSD, and the
Sierra Club for an educational hike
about the Estabrook Falls Fish Passage
construction.

Wine, Walk, and Sunset Yoga ($)
Glacial Lakes Conservancy
Sheboygan, WI

July 22

Visit Willow Creek Preserve for an
insightful project tour with staff and a
yoga session with Kaitlynn Kiela.

Discover Bay Shore Blufflands
Nature Preserve

Door County Land Trust
Sturgeon Bay, Wi

July 26

Experience the diverse ecosystems and
breathtaking landscapes of Bay Shore
Blufflands Preserve on a guided hike.

Celebrate the Barrens at the
Mukwonago River ($)

The Prairie Enthusiasts

Eagle, WI

July 27

Explore and celebrate this regionally-
unique property containing oak
barrens, moist savanna, low prairie,
and sedge meadow.

The Makings of a Movement
Presentation

Cedar Lakes Conservation
Foundation

West Bend, WI

July 30

Hear from Buddy Huffaker, Executive
Director of the Aldo Leopold
Foundation, about conservation’s past,
present, and future.

SPECIAL EVENT!

Ho-Chunk Tradition and Cultural
Landscape Tour

Groundswell Conservancy
Wisconsin Dells, WI

July 31

Learn about Ho-Chunk traditions from
Bill Quackenbush, Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer, at Kingsley Bend
mounds.

Seno Summertime ($)
Seno K/RLT Conservancy
Burlington, WI

July 31

Become immersed in Seno’s tamarack
bog and prairies. Use nets to scoop
critters in the bog and sweep the
prairie to uncover tiny friends and
their habitats!

wisconsin'’s alliance
for land trusts

Goose Pond Prairies

Southern Wisconsin Bird Alliance
Arlington, Wi

August 2

Join this mostly sitting tour of Goose
Pond Sanctuary’s restored mesic
prairies with frequent stops to allow
folks to get out and explore.

Discover Three Springs
Nature Preserve

Door County Land Trust
Sister Bay, WI

August 2

Enjoy the great outdoors with a guided
hike at the Three Springs Nature
Preserve.

SPECIAL EVENT!

Green Lake Conservancy

30th Anniversary Celebration
Green Lake Conservancy

Ripon, WI

August 2

Celebrate 30 years of Green Lake Con-
servancy by exploring Spaulding’s Hill
Wetlands and the Silver Creek Estuary.

Nature Journaling ($)
Glacial Lakes Conservancy
Sheboygan, Wi

August 8

Improve your appreciation of different
species through art at Bella Terra
Conservation Easement. Learn about
field sketching, the practice of drawing
and note-taking in response to nature.

SPECIAL EVENT!

17th Annual Ride to the Barns ($)
Tall Pines

Hartford, WI

August 9

Ride your bike to benefit farmland
conservation in lake country. Choose
from three different routes (30, 45 and
60 miles) with rest stops featuring food
from local farms. The post-ride party
features live music, local beer, and a
buffet lunch.

Prairie Walk & Talk - New
Amsterdam Grasslands
Mississippi Valley Conservancy
Holmen, WI

August 9

Take a guided prairie tour to experience
one of the area’s most critical nesting
habitats for rare grasslands.

Tom Zagar

Scoops & Stewardship
Star Prairie Land
Preservation Trust

Star Prairie, WI

August 12

Build community with your human
and nonhuman neighbors! Join SPLPT
at the beautiful McMurtrie Preserve
on Cedar Lake to socialize, hike, learn
about native species, and enjoy a
delicious treat.

SPECIAL EVENT!

Paddle on the Milwaukee River
Restoring Lands

Milwaukee, WI

August 13

Enjoy views of Downtown Milwaukee
from the water! Join Restoring Lands
for a free paddle and hopefully catch
the Funk Club Wagon flotilla with a
live band on a boat. You are welcome to
borrow a boat or bring your own.

VOLUNTEER

Trailbuilding: Ice Age Trail Blue
Hills Segment

Ice Age Trail Alliance

Rusk County

August13-17

Help build puncheon, solidify tread
with granite boulders, and maintain
the existing tread at this much-loved
and well-traveled segment of the Ice
Age Trail.

Bog Investigation at Tower
Nibiiwan Conservation Area
Northwoods Land Trust
Sugar Camp, WI

August 14

Explore glacially created wetlands
in northern Wisconsin on this bog
hike. Learn about plants and unique
adaptations required to live in this
environment.

Family Education Day
Geneva Lake Conservancy
Lake Geneva, WI

August 15

Bring your family to White River
County Park for an interactive raptor
presentation. All ages are welcome.

SPECIAL EVENT!

Mane Event ($)
Caledonia Conservancy
Caledonia, WI

August 16

Search for scavenger hunt items on
horseback. Ride your horse on marked
trails through the conservancy and
private lands. Take a picture of items
you find for raffle tickets.

Vitruvian Farms
=

Geology of Waterfalls ($)
Landmark Conservancy
Ashland, WI

August 17

Visit the Lake Superior basin, home to
some of the most spectacular waterfalls
in the state, including Copper Falls,
Potato River Falls, Saxon Falls, and
Superior Falls in this guided trip.

Vitruvian Farms Tour
Groundswell Conservancy
McFarland, WI

August 20

Tour this local farm that was founded
in 2010 and now provides organic
produce to more than 50 Madison area
restaurants and businesses!

Trailtessa: Be a Geology Nerd ($)
Ice Age Trail Alliance
Weyerhaeuser, WI

August 23

Dive into the wonders of glaciation at
the Blue Hills Felsenmeer. This hike
traverses through the Northwoods
features rocky, gravelly terrain with
modest elevation gains. Trailtessa events
are planned by women for women.

Meet the Trees at Fitzsimmons
Milwaukee Area Land Conservancy
Franklin, WI

August 30

Identify trees and estimate their age at
Fitzsimmons Woods while exploring
this remnant Southern Hardwood
Forest and wetland complex.

Sunset Meadow Mingle
Baird Creek Preservation
Foundation

Green Bay, WI
September 3

Take a stroll of the prairie and wetland,
then unwind with food, friends, and
birdsong at the gazebo.

Scouting for Deer & Invasives
Mississippi Valley Conservancy
Boscobel, WI
September 6

Learn to identify bedding areas,

food sources, and travel corridors

for whitetail deer, recognize invasive
species, and get solutions for managing
invasives on your own property.

Walk, Talk, & Sip: Climate
Resilience and the Prairie
North Central Conservancy Trust
Ambherst, Wi

September 9

Explore natural and working lands

at protected properties in central
Wisconsin and discuss climate
resilience, land management, and soil
health. End at Central Waters Brewery!

VOLUNTEER

Trailbuilding: Ice Age Trail
Straight River Segment
Ice Age Trail Alliance

Polk County

September 10-14

Help build a bridge across the Straight
River and tread along an esker with
river views. This much-loved and well-
traveled segment is ready for a few
upgrades.

Fall Prairies at Faville Grove
Southern Wisconsin Bird Alliance
Lake Mills, WI

September 14

Immerse yourself in the textures,
colors, sounds, and smells of fall at
Faville Grove. Tour the Prairie Lane
restorations, take in the fall landscape,
talk about the role of seed collecting in
SoWBA’s restorations, and more.

Breakfast at the Barn
Caledonia Conservancy
Caledonia, WI
September 14

Meet Calendonia Conservancy
members and community, and join in
on breakfast, auction opportunities,
and games.

Nature Art at Natureland Park
Kettle Moraine Land Trust
Whitewater, WI

September 20

Let nature inspire your creativity
with Kettle Moraine Land Trust and
Walworth County Parks.

SPECIAL EVENT!

Annual Harvest Dinner,
Fundraiser, & Friend-raiser
North Central Conservancy Trust
Stevens Point, WI

September 25

Celebrate conservation in north central
Wisconsin with live music, local food,
silent auction, drinks, and friends!

Paddling to Explore Yawkey
Forest Reserve

Northwoods Land Trust
Hazelhurst, WI

September 26

Paddle Lake Katherine to explore over 4
miles of shoreline plus some of the 400
acres protected by the Yawkey family.

Oak Savanna Restoration
Step-by-Step

Driftless Area Land Conservancy
Belleville, WI

September 27

Hike and learn at an oak savanna
restoration in progress at Wild

Oaks Preserve in Dane County, a
collaborative project of Driftless Area
Land Conservancy and BadgerLand
Foundation.

Treasures of Oz Eco-Tour
Restoring Lands

Ozaukee County
September 27

Explore unique sites with docents and
learn about the natural features and
local history of Ozaukee County. Turn
in your “passport” for raffle tickets to
win prizes.

Oaktoberfest ($)

Kettle Moraine Land Trust
LaGrange, WI

September 27

Celebrate fall with an afternoon of
brews and views. Enjoy an afternoon
in nature, join interpretive tours, and
participate in an auction benefiting
Kettle Moraine Land Trust.

hwoods Land Trust

Check out these seasonal

nature-based events

Helen Rohner Children's
Fishing Park Summer Classes
Geneva Lake Conservancy
June 17-August 15

Fishing: Tuesdays at 9 & 10 AM
Story Times: Thursdays at 10 AM
Nature Classes: Fridays at 10 AM

o

Small Nature Photo Contest
Geneva Lake Conservancy
July 3-August 14

Take pictures at Helen Rohner Park
from July 3 - August 14 for a chance
to win prizes! Ages 4 and up. The
Reception is August 21.

Kid's Club
Geneva Lake Conservancy

The Conservancy’s newest
program, Kid’s Club, is free to join
and open to kids ages 4-12. Kid’s
Club members receive a monthly
summer newsletter, a t-shirt, and
a native plant. Members can also
participate in an in-person Kid’s
Club event on August 8.

ENTER TO

WIN A YETI
COOLER!
at

bit.ly/GWYETI25
(Color may vary)




