
Thank you for helping 
to promote land 
conservation successes!
Your support encouraged people to visit 
protected places during Land Trust Days.

The 8th annual Wisconsin Land Trust Days 
promotion is in the books as a big success!

More than two dozen land trusts hosted nearly 
50 events during July, August, and September. 
Over a thousand people had fun outside—
paddling on lakes and rivers, walking through 
prairies, hiking through forests, and exploring 
wetlands and farms.

There were opportunities for everyone to 
enjoy—from well-established events like Tall 
Pines Conservancy’s 17th Annual Ride to the 
Barns, to an ice cream social and hike, which 
was the first Land Trust Days event hosted by 
Star Prairie Land Preservation Trust.

Thank you for helping more people connect 
with the land this summer! You’ve helped 
strengthen the land trust community by raising 
awareness about conservation work in every 
corner of Wisconsin.
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Celebrations like the 30th Anniversary of Green Lake 
Conservancy (header photo) and the Southern Wisconsin 
Bird Alliance’s Goose Pond Sanctuary event (above) are 
just a sampling of the events hosted this summer.

Several 2025 Land Conservation Leadership Award 
winners were honored this summer.  
Learn more at gatheringwaters.org/awards.
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Your Donor Report
Cross Currents

You made a difference through Team knowles Nelson – pg 2  //  the law program grows – PG 3  //  balancing clean energy – Pg 4
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A DIFFERENCE
YOU’VE MADE

YOU SENT 
EMAILS

Wisconsin’s legislators 
received nearly 

47,000 emails
this year.

YOU MADE
PHONES RING

During the Wisconsin 
state budget debates, 
officials received over 

3,800 phone calls
about the importance 

of land protection 
in our state.

TEAM KNOWLES 
NELSON GREW

From humble 
beginnings with just 

500 supporters 
in 2019, Team 

Knowles Nelson has 
grown to over 

2,000 strong.

YOUR SUPPORT ENSURES TEAM 
KNOWLES NELSON WILL CONTINUE 
TO SPEAK UP AND ADVOCATE FOR 

BIPARTISAN COMPROMISE.

YOU SENT 
POSTCARDS

Over 900 people 
sent more than 

2,700 postcards 
to Wisconsin’s state 

officials in 2025.

Thanks to your support, Team Knowles 
Nelson has become a powerful voice for 
land protection.

There have been many ups and downs for Team 
Knowles Nelson this year. Through it all, you’ve 
been there ... supporting this statewide effort, 
taking action, and speaking up... and for that, 
we say, “Thank You!”

You’ve helped build a grassroots movement 
that has risen to meet increasingly difficult 
challenges — with over 2,000 active members 
who understand the importance of protecting 
Wisconsin’s land, water, and wildlife. That 
collective strength is needed more than ever. 
And it’s working.

When an action alert was sent out about the 
state budget in early July, Team Knowles Nelson 
rallied, sending over 4,700 emails to lawmakers 
in less than 24 hours! That rapid response was 
impressive, equaling approximately 10 percent 
of the total number of Knowles-Nelson emails 
sent to the State Capitol so far this year.

And thanks to your support, the first-ever 
Knowles-Nelson Lobby Day was a big success.

You’ve also helped Gathering Waters and Team 
Knowles Nelson bring together a coalition of 
more than 90 organizations across the state.

That’s phenomenal! 

Although the state budget did not include 
funding for the Stewardship Program, your 

support ensures Team Knowles Nelson 
will continue to speak up and advocate for 
bipartisan compromise. This would not be 
possible without a strong public voice for land 
conservation.

Thank you for helping to support an active 
advocacy program that empowers Team 
Knowles Nelson to meet the challenges ahead. 

You can learn more about Team Knowles Nelson 
and read all the news about the Stewardship 
Program at knowlesnelson.org.

Through Team 
Knowles Nelson,  
you made a big 
impact this year!
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Your support 
helped the Land  
Conservation Law  
Program grow
Gathering Waters’ 
innovative Land 
Conservation Law Program 
is meeting a critical need 
for legal services and 
expanding to address 
emerging challenges.

Across Wisconsin, land 
trusts rely on legal expertise 
to make sure conservation 
commitments last forever. 
That’s a big reason why the 
Land Conservation Law 
Program was created.

And the program is growing!

One of the goals of the 
program is to develop the next 
generation of attorneys by 
giving them a solid foundation 
in land conservation law, a 
topic that’s absent from most 
law school curricula.

This summer, 
the Land 
Conservation 
Law Program 
had the privilege 
of hosting its 

first legal intern, Kevin Duffy, 
who plans to graduate from the 
University of Wisconsin Law 
School in 2026.

Kevin worked with Chris 
Gutschenritter, the director of 
the Law Program, and focused 

on a wide range of projects.

He helped draft a conservation 
easement model for farmland 
protection projects that meets 
the strict requirements to 
qualify for U.S. Department of 
Agriculture funding. This will 
help reduce costs and speed 
approvals.

Your investment in the Land 
Conservation Law Program 
helps protect land, water, and 
wildlife for generations.

Through workshops, model 
documents, and direct technical 
support, land trusts gain the 
knowledge and tools needed to 
create durable land protection 
agreements and maintain 
resilient organizations to manage 
and care for protected lands.

The Law Program also works 
to inform and connect 
a network of attorneys, 
increasing conservation law 
expertise statewide.

Thanks to your support, the 
Law Program is a national 
model that’s being replicated 
in other states.

Your support has helped create 
a technical service hub that 
land trusts can use to meet the 
challenges ahead.

This fall, the Law Program 
is hiring a staff attorney to 
better serve Wisconsin’s land 
trusts. With this addition, the 
program can further develop 
training and resources that 
strengthen land trusts and 
expand outreach to a broader 
swath of the legal community 
to support land conservation 
into the future.

You have helped expand the 
legal capacity land trusts 
need to protect Wisconsin’s 
natural heritage. Thank you!

Learn more at bit.ly/GWLAW

“I’m thrilled to see the growth of the Land Conservation Law Program. 
Our focus has changed from crisis management to the strategic 
development of legal resources for land trusts.”

Chris Gutschenritter, Land Conservation Law Program Director

Kevin Duffy
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 I will help equip land trusts to take part in clean energy siting discussions!

 Yes! Please use my gift to provide land trusts with the tools they need to engage in meaningful discussions about the siting of clean energy, and support all the work of Gathering Waters.

 � $35 to help land trusts gain the expertise they need to engage in clean energy siting discussions.

 � $50 to help land trusts gain the expertise they need to engage in clean energy siting discussions.

 � $100 to help land trusts gain the expertise they need to engage in clean energy siting discussions.

 � �I’m sending $            to help land trusts meaningfully engage in clean energy siting discussions.

I am giving:    by check.    by credit card.  

Land trusts need to be involved 
early in the planning of renewable 

energy developments—before 
plans are finalized.

Will you help equip land trusts to join in clean 
energy planning discussions to minimize the 
impact to sensitive protected lands?

Renewable energy has increased dramatically 
in the past five years. That’s a win. But finding 
the best places to build these systems across the 
state poses unique and growing challenges for 
Wisconsin’s land trusts.

Protected land needs a voice in the planning process.

Wisconsin’s land trusts are ready to lead but 
need tools and expertise that will allow them to 
meaningfully engage in these discussions.

Will you help empower Wisconsin land trusts 
with the tools they need to contribute to clean 
energy development and minimize negative 
impact on protected land?

Will you help give land 
trusts tools to engage 
in the development of 
clean energy projects?

There’s a proverb that says, “If you don’t have a seat 
at the table, then you may find yourself on the menu.” 
That old adage applies to land use decisions for clean 
energy projects.

Imagine caring for a prairie for decades, 
creating a healthy habitat for native 
plants and animals, and a beautiful place 
for people to enjoy.

Then, a letter arrives informing you that a new 
solar farm is planned in your neighborhood. 
You’ve heard about other installations where 
topsoil was compacted and eroded, destroying 
native plants and pollinator habitat, and you’re 
concerned about what will happen to the 
conserved land in your community.

As more solar farms and transmission lines 
are needed to deliver clean energy, land use 
conflicts are becoming more common. These 
decisions often impact protected lands.

What’s a land trust to do when clean energy 
conflicts with wildlife migration routes, prime 
farmland, and local nature preserves?

Land trusts need to have input during the 
planning phase of these developments. Not to 
oppose projects, but to influence how and where 
solar panels and wind turbines are sited.
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